Board of Ferry County Commissioners

January 11, 2010

Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. with Commissioners Miller, Bond, and Heath present.  

After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to approve the minutes of December 28, 2009 as corrected. Commissioner Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.

Additions & Corrections to the agenda:

Closed Executive Session: At 8:30 AM the Board went into closed executive session with Attorney Steve Graham, Planning Director Irene Whipple, and Prosecutor Mike Sandona present to discuss pending litigation. The meeting returned to open session at 9:00 AM.  No action was taken.
Connections Update:  Director Kate Rowe-Malorett met with the Board to give an update.  The Board inquired about the victims of the Curlew School Fire.  Ms. Rowe-Malorett reported that Connections contacted the Red Cross to let them know of the rooms that Connections has available.  The majority of the victims were staying with friends, family and in hotels.  Connections is keeping in touch with the Red Cross and the Housing Authority advising them of the opportunities available to the victims.  Ms. Rowe-Malorett presented the Board with the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) letter of interest from the Housing Authority. The Board approved the letter of interest and for Ms. Rowe-Malorett to move forward with the HMIS.  The Census will be counting the Homeless in March and Connections will coordinate with the Commissioners office and Housing Authority to help with the counting.  

Department Heads: Assessor Rachel Siracuse, Risk Manager Jill Gates, Connections Director Kate Rowe-Malorett, Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Treasurer Kathleen Rupp, Planning Director Irene Whipple, MIS Director Darrell Dirks, Weed Coordinator Mary Fee, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell, WSU Extension Agent Dan Fagerlie, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, Public Works Director Troy Reynolds, and Jail Sergeant Judy Gard met with the Board to give an update. 

ADA Lift: Ms. Siracuse reported that Ms. McBride will be scheduling a refresher course training for the ADA lift now that it is repaired and has past Washington State Department of Labor & Industries inspection.

IT issues: Internet Protocal addresses are all used up.  Mr. Dirks is working on managing the IP addresses so there will be no need to purchase more IP addresses.

PBX Phone System:  The cost of a new phone system is about $43,000.  The savings a year is approximately $8,000 so the county would see a pay back in 6 years. Mr. Dirks reported that unfortunately we don’t have PRI lines in Republic so Mr. Dirks is not sure what they can do.  Mr. Dirks is looking for a quote for adding a T1 line that will accomplish the same purpose as the PRI lines.

Broadband:  The Board inquired about the survey with NoaNet.  Mr. Dirks is going to a follow up meeting tomorrow in Colville and he is taking the survey with him.

Grant Writer:  Ms. Siracuse inquired about a grant writer.  The Board advised that it is not in the County budget to hire a grant writer, however the Board is still open to the suggestion.   The Carousel grant is ongoing.  The inside work is being done and the digging on the outside will be scheduled in the spring. 

Website:  Ms. Siracuse requested Web page updates.  Ms. Siracuse requested all departments to review their web pages and present her with any updates.

County Budget:  Ms. Siracuse reiterated that money is extremely tight and it is very important that departments limit their spending.  Ms. Siracuse reported that the state mileage rate has been reduced to .50 per mile.   

Prosecutors Office opinions:  Ms. Siracuse reported that there has been some complaints that contracts that have been submitted to the Prosecutors office for the Prosecutors opinion have not been getting them back in a timely manner.  The Department Heads would like a procedure in place because this restricts their workflow waiting for them.  The Board suggested that the contracts be submitted to the Prosecutor in writing.  A suggestion was made that the Prosecutor’s office staff keep track of the requests.  The Board will talk with the Prosecutor to work out a procedure to simplify their concerns. 

Upcoming Trial:  Pretrial starts January 26.   The Border Patrol will be assisting with the courthouse security.  The Jury should be seated by February 1, and the trial is estimated to last for 2 weeks.  Employees should keep their photo ID on them during this time.  The Board appreciates the cooperation during this time.

Damage Procedures:  The Board advised the Department Heads that any potential insurance claims for the County should be reported to the Risk Manager as soon as possible.

Solid Waste/Recycling: Cliff Couse of Couse’s Sanitation met with the Board to discuss Solid Waste and Recycling issues.  Mr. Couse would like to know if the Transfer Station will be open on Veteran’s Day so he can put it on his calendars.  The Board inquired if this was the only day in 2010 that was in question and Mr. Couse replied yes.  Ms. Cromwell would like to be open to the public if they are going to be open to Mr. Couse.  The Board would like to have the transfer station open that day.   Mr. Couse would like to see hours at the transfer station cut back to the public for the winter.  The Board replied that the public is accustomed to the hours set.  Mr. Couse would like the recycling person to go with him to Job Corp.

Consent:  The Board approved the following:

Drug Abuse Funds Transfer in the amount of $17,420.83 to Current Expense to reimburse Sheriff for Drug Abuse Meth Deputy.  (Exhibit 1)

Drug Abuse Funds Transfer in the amount of $11,584.61 to Current Expense to reimburse Sheriff for Drug Abuse Meth Deputy.  (Exhibit 2)

County Road Funds Transfer in the amount of $14,013.95 to ER&R for rock loan principle and interest for December 2009.  (Exhibit 3)

Weed Board Funds Transfer in the amount of $58.83 to the Insurance Fund for 2010 4th quarter salary/admin.  (Exhibit 4)

Roadside Noxious Weed Control Agreement between Public Works and the Weed Control Board for noxious weed control.  (Exhibit 5)

Letter of Interest from the Housing Authority for the Homeless Management Information System.  (Exhibit 6) 

Application for CDBG General Purpose Grant for the Curlew Community Wastewater Collection and Treatment System.  (Exhibit 8)

Service Agreement with Otis Elevator Company for the servicing of the ADA Lift.  (Exhibit 9)

Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus with WSDOT and Public Works for low cost run off road safety improvements.  (Exhibit 10)

Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus with WSDOT and Public Works for Bridge Creek Road safety improvements.  (Exhibit 11)

Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus with WSDOT and Public Works for low cost run off road safety improvements.  (Exhibit 12

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $1,080.45 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #235509-235513 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $756.06.

Inmate Welfare in the amount of $67.33.
Inchelium Water District in the amount of $257.06.  (Exhibit 7)

County Road Administration Board:  Deputy Director Walt Olsen met with the Board.  Also present were Public Works Engineer Bob Breshears, Director Troy Reynolds, and Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown.   Mr. Olsen gave his congratulations to the Board on the completion of the County’s final year of operation under a provisional certificate of good practice.  Mr. Olsen also extended an    invitation to the Board for the April 22 & 23 meeting where CRAB will reinstate the County to good standing.  Mr. Olson congratulated the Public Works staff for the completion of the plan.  The Board also expressed their appreciation of the work done by the Public Works staff.  Mr. Olsen reported that the Governor’s proposal is to take the CRAB and put it in with the WSDOT.  Mr. Olsen can not emphasize enough the importance of the upcoming CRAB board meetings.  

Public Works Update:  Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell, Green Solutions Consultant Rick Hlavka, and Zia Engineering Consultant Richard Hertzberg met with the Board to give an update.  Mr. Hertzberg reported that it has been a long time since Ferry County updated their Solid Waste Plan.   Mr. Hertzberg is in the process of getting ideas and feedback from the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) and has a working draft completed that is being reviewed by the SWAC.  Mr. Hertzberg has received comments from the SWAC, Jim Wavaday from the Department of Ecology and the Solid Waste staff.  Mr. Hertzberg and Mr. Hlavka are meeting with the SWAC to focus on key facets of the plan today.   Mr. Hlavka reported that the Request for Proposals (RFP) could be sent out to bid for contracts.   Mr. Hlavka advised the Board that the plan will need to go to public hearing and public comment as well as to the Department of Ecology for their comment period.  Commissioner Heath commented that he felt the tribe and the reservation were left out of the plan.  The consultants suggest coordination with the tribe and will revise the language in the plan.    

Rail Corridor Committee:  Chairperson Bobbie Weller met with the Board to discuss the Rail Corridor Committee.  Sign in sheet on file.  Ms. Weller advised the Board that at the last meeting the motion was made by the committee recommending the committee be disbanded and for 2 committees be established in its place and leave the Golden Tiger Pathway in place. (Exhibit 13)  Ms. Weller asked to keep the committee for the 2-year commitment and requested clarification of their purpose.  The Board feels disbanding and reorganizing the committee are two different things. A motion was made by Commissioner Miller to reorganize the Rail Trail Committee to a non motorized committee.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.  The Board would like written resignation from the committee members that do not want to stay on the committee so the members can be replaced.

Lease Issue:  Adjacent landowner Bobbie Weller met with the Board to discuss her lease agreement with the railroad.  On December 30th she emailed Omnitrax and received an email back redirecting her email to the correct person Mr. Adam Hess.  Mr. Hess needs to do more research on the lease.  Ms. Weller reported that the railroad cannot do any new leases or crossings but the new entity can, nor can they bill for utilities’.  Ms. Weller provided the Board with the name and phone number for property management division.  The Board will investigate into this matter further.

Unfinished Business: 

Golden Tiger Pathway: The Board appointed Paul Diener, and Larry Beardslee to serve on the Golden Tiger Pathway Advisory Committee effective January 11, 2010
There being no further business the Board adjourned until January 19, 2010 commencing at 8:00 a.m.
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