Board of Ferry County Commissioners

February 22, 2010

Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. with Commissioners Miller, Bond, and Heath present.  

Additions & Corrections to the agenda:

Commissioners Staff Update: Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol, Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney, and MIS Director Darrell Dirks met with the Board to give updates.

Grooming Ms. Kinney reported that she met with the Department of Fish & Wildlife and Forest Capital regarding a culvert that is being taken out on one of the groomed trails.  Forest Capital is working on the cost estimate for replacing the culvert and will let Ms. Kinney know when they make a decision.

Wellness Grant Ms. Kinney reported that WCIF has awarded Ferry County $1500 for the Wellness Grant that the Wellness Committee applied for.  

Phone System Mr. Dirks reported on his meeting with a company called Black Box that provides phone systems for businesses and provided the Board with their proposal.  (Exhibit 1)  The system would go through a T1 line.  The County would keep the same phone numbers.  The monthly rate would be the same each month so it would make budgeting easier, it will include voice mail and many other features.  This will bring the County phone system to the 21st century.  The Board would like Mr. Dirks to move forward with the project.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Grant: Lyn Edgel met with the Board to inquire about the 2010 CDBG Grant for planning.  Sign in sheet on file.   Mr. Edgel provided the Board with proposed community center feasibility and planning executive summary.  (Exhibit 2)  The lead agency would be the Health Care Foundation through the Hospital.  Mr. Shumacher discussed the sustainability of the Community Center.  A motion was made by Commissioner Heath, seconded by Commissioner Miller to dedicate the CDBG Planning Only grant for 2010 to the Health Care Foundation.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Forest Service Update:  Forest Ranger Linda Fee met with the Board to give an update.  Gary Howden was also present.  Ms. Fee reported that with the stimulus money received by the Forest Service that 4 contracts have already been awarded for fuel reduction and 8 are almost ready to go.  3 of the contracts are in the Republic area.  Walker is the next project slated and that will start with public meetings.  Ms. Fee reported that the Forest Service is hoping to get a decision signed this spring for the Gibraltar Trail.  Ms. Fee reported that the Forest Service is getting ready to clean up the Kelly Camp/Longshot abandoned mine.  Ms. Fee provided the Board with a questionnaire for the Board to review for the mine closure.  (Exhibit 3)

Department Heads Update: Assessor Rachel Siracuse, Connections Director Kate Rowe-Maloret, Weed Coordinator Mary Fee, Risk Manager Jill Gates, Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Jail Sergeant Judy Gard, and WSU Ferry County Extension Office Manager/Administrative Assistant Tonia Jordan met with the Board to give updates.

Credit Cards   Ms. Siracuse reported that the bank dropped the credit limit on their County cards.  After a conference call Ms. Siracuse was able to get them restored.

Snow Plowing Ms. Siracuse inquired about snow plowing of the courthouse employee parking lot.  The Board advised Ms. Siracuse that the snow plowing is under contract.

Storage Building Ms. Siracuse inquired about the flood from the City water main break and suggested that maybe a ditch needs to be dug behind the building to protect the building from future floods.  WSU has a list of damages from the flood.

Updates Ms. Siracuse reported that Ms. Fee updated the department heads on her seasonal part time hire.  The E911 Coordinator Ray Maycumber advised the department heads of the computer projects E911 has.  The MIS Director Darrel Dirks gave an update on phone system upgrade. 

Internet policy The Board advised that the County Internet use is public record and asked that the Department Heads be aware of their department’s usage. The Department heads would like to be notified of any misuse in their department by MIS.  

ADA Lift Ms. Siracuse inquired about the ADA Lift as it is out of operation again.  The Board advised that they have requested Otis Elevator to give them a recommendation of what could be used to replace the ADA lift the next time they are here to make repairs.

Cell Phone Use The Board would like to have the personnel policy committee review the cell phone portion of the policy.  This portion of the personnel policy needs updated to meet new technology issues.

Trial Ms. Booher advised that the trial went smoothly thanks to County Law Enforcement and the Border Patrol.

Memo’s   The Board believes that the memo’s issued are not getting to employees.  The Board would like the department heads to make sure they are getting to all the employees.

Public Works Update:  Engineer Bob Breshears, Director Troy Reynolds and Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown met with the Board to give updates.

Part time summer seasonal Mr. Reynolds inquired about hiring a part time summer seasonal person to help with the grading.  The Board approved.

Transportation Appropriations funds Mr. Reynolds reported that the requests were due Friday and he has called to see if the deadline can be extended.  The Board will inquire with Senator Murray’s staff about getting an extension.

Public Works vehicle purchase Mr. Reynolds would like to trade out the 2 aging vehicles and purchase 2 newer vehicles from the state surplus sale.  The Board approved.

Fairgrounds Mr. Reynolds reported that Public Works is applying for permits to open a gravel pit at the fairgrounds. Mr. Reynolds advised the Board that there is a pile of debris that needs to be removed and logging that needs to be done.  
Consent:

Application for Distributor License for Rick Wilson for a total of 12 coin operated machines located at Sportsman, Madonna’s and the Eagles.  (Exhibit 4)

Cancelled Warrants request from Auditor Dianna Galvan for warrants that have not been cashed.  No one has responded to letters and the time limit has passed.  (Exhibit 5)

Equitable Sharing Agreement and Certification annual certification report with the Department of Justice and the Department of Treasury.  (Exhibit 6)

Grant Agreement No. G-2835 between the state of Washington, Office of the Secretary of State Elections Division and Ferry County Auditor’s Office.  (Exhibit 7)

Washington State Military Dept. Contract with Ferry County for Operation Stonegarden Program.  (Exhibit 10)

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $50,417.56 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #18458-18461 and direct deposit advice #104316-104375 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $20,950.56.

County Road in the amount of $21,667.00.
Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $300.00
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $1,600.00
Weed in the amount of $500.00.
Fair Grounds Management in the amount of $600.00.
Connections in the amount of $3,250.00.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $1,550.00.  (Exhibit 8)

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $500.00 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #236143 for the following:

Veteran’s Relief in the amount of $500.00.  (Exhibit 9)

Lease Agreement: Adjacent landowners Gene & Bobbie Weller met with the Board to discuss a lease agreement.  Bob Whitaker was also present.  The Board presented Ms. Weller with the RCW’s regarding leasing of county land.  The Board suggested a memorandum of understanding allowing the Wellers use of the property as long as they keep the noxious weeds in control and the grass managed to prevent fires.

Rail Corridor Committee Bylaws:  Rail Corridor Committee Chair Bobbie Weller met with the Board to discuss the RCC Bylaws.  Sign in sheet is on file.  As requested by the Board the RCC redrafted the committee’s bylaws.  After review and discussion the Board requested the committee remove regional stakeholders and change it to local county stakeholders, change that the committee members may be recommended for removal and change the description to say north to the Danville Bridge.  A motion was made by Commissioner Miller to accept the new bylaws with the changes requested.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion.  Commissioner Bond abstained.  The motion carried with the majority vote. 

Fair Business Manager Position:  Fair Board President Mike Blankenship met with the Board to discuss the Fair Business Manager position. Sign in sheet on file. The Fair manager resigned her position on Tuesday February 16.  Mr. Blankenship inquired about replacing the position.  The Board responded that due to the unknown cuts being made by the state to the Fair Funding they needed more information before making a decision.  The Fair Board would like to see the county fill the position.  The Fair Board members volunteered to help out for the interim.  In the interim the mail will be handled by the Fair Board secretary and the phones will be answered by the commissioner’s office staff.  
Fire Plan:  Ferry County Resident Mike Blankenship met with the Board to discuss the County Wide Fire Plan.  Mr. Blankenship provided the Board with a letter from Stevens County to Forest Service requesting the Forest Service honor the Wildland Urban Interface.  Mr. Blankenship would like a letter from Ferry County to the Forest Service requesting recognition of the Ferry County-wide Fire Plan.

Tri County Economic Development Update:  Specialist Julie Abernethy met with the Board to give an update.  TEDD is collecting letters of support for Noanet’s broadband grant application.  Ms. Abernethy is willing to help with the feasibility study on the CDBG planning grant.  Ms. Abernethy reported that she attended the Buckhorn meeting and they are meeting on a quarterly basis.  The Visitors Bureau is having a wine fest on March 12th from 4 PM to 6PM at the Parish Hall.  Ms. Abernethy reported that she is involved with the Republic Public Development Agency.   They are waiting on weather to begin construction.  Ms. Abernethy advised that her “To Do List” includes the RBEG business signage, preserve America designation, and funding for construction of the Barstow Fire Burn Tower.  

There being no further business the Board adjourned until March 1, 2010.
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