FERRY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MEETING MINUTES

March 15, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM with Commissioners Bond, Miller and Heath present.

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda: At 8:30 AM the Personnel Policy Committee met with the Board. The “SEPA Appeal” (State Environmental Policy Act) that was listed on the agenda at 3:30 PM was corrected to read “LUPA Appeal (Land use Petition Act)”. At 10:45 Eagle Track Race Association President Randy Sattler met with the Board.

Inchelium Wellness Center: Commissioner Heath spoke with the other Commissioners’ regarding a letter of support for the Inchelium Wellness Center for a Prisoner Re-Entry Program grant application thru the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance. Commissioner Heath stated that Okanogan County Commissioners’ and the Colville Tribe are also in support of this grant application and are drafting letters. After discussion with the application administrator Lou Stone, a letter of support was drafted for the grant application.    (Exhibit 1)

Lobbyist Update: The Board of Ferry County Commissioners’ held a phone conference with Lobbyist Jim Potts. Mr. Potts updated the Board on legislative activities. The Governor has called the Legislature back to a special session starting at noon on Monday March 15, 2010. The special session can go on as long as 30 days if necessary.

Personnel Policy Committee: Co-Chairs of the Personnel Policy Committee Legal Assistant Cindy Nelson and Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board regarding the Personnel Policy. Public Works Director Troy Reynolds was also present.  Ms. Cromwell stated that the Committee would like clarification on what the Board would like changed. The Board would like the “Use of Cellular Telephones” section to be updated with added specific language. Also discussed was the “Insurance” section of the policy and the Board stated that they would like that section to remain the same at this time. 

Homeland Security Grant: Undersheriff Tom Williams met with the Board regarding the grant application. Also present was Chief Accountant/Controller Joyce Schertenleib. Mr. Williams stated that this grant is for computers in the patrol cars. The funding for this grant will go directly through the state so the county will not have to front the funds and wait for reimbursement. The Board approved the grant application.

Fairgrounds Update: Fairgrounds Maintenance Manager Wayne Egner met with the Board to give updates and get updates. Also present was Chief Accountant/Controller Joyce Schertenleib. 

Fairground Bills Ms. Schertenleib presented the Board with a bill from Beaver Trap that we do not have all of the receipts for. The Board approved paying the portion that we have a receipt for. Mr. Egner will see if he can locate the other two receipts and contact this office.

DOT Gravel Pit The Board reported to Mr. Egner that the County may be selling the rock from the proposed gravel pit to Washington State Department of Transportation for use on the highway to Keller. The pile of debris on the hill will need to be removed and the race horse barn may also need to be moved. Mr. Egner inquired about the power lines and the Board stated that the P.U.D. is willing to move them if needed. Some of the trees on and behind the hill will need to be removed. Mr. Egner will try to get someone to remove the timber. It was discussed that if there was someone with a small sawmill they could possibly take the logs for doing the work. 

Part Time Summer Employee  Mr. Egner inquired if he was going to be getting his part time employee this summer. The Board stated that they were looking into using inmates to do the work. Mr. Egner suggested that Rural Resources may have a summer program this year, he will check into this. No decisions were made on the part time position at this time.

Events at the Fairgrounds Mr. Egner inquired as to whom was going to handle the events that are scheduled at the Fairgrounds that are not “Fair” related. The Board reported that they are working on getting a part time employee to take care of what the county is responsible for. The Board will keep Mr. Egner posted on the status of this issue. 

Commissioners Staff Update: Courthouse Director Erin McBride and Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol met with the Board to give updates. 

Courthouse Trees Ms. McBride reported that the trees on the courthouse lawn had been pruned tree and cleaned up.

 New House Ms. McBride reported that the house needs heating fuel. After discussion the decision was made that it is warm enough now and with nobody in the house at this time the furnace can be shut down. Ms. McBride will shut down the furnace.

Sidewalk Handrail There had been a request for the county to install a handrail at the end of the sidewalk in front of the Courthouse. Ms. McBride will contact the Republic and Curlew Schools to see if one of the welding classes can make a handrail as a project. 

Destruction Services Dada Base Destruction Services was here last week and added an extra bin for the Sheriff’s Office.

Otis Elevator Company Ms. McBride reported that she received a call saying Otis Elevator Company has bought out Sterling Elevator Company. This could be a problem in view of the fact that we are perusing legal action against Sterling Elevator. The Board has directed Ms. McBride to not have Otis Elevator Company do any more repairs at this time. We may need to opt out of our Maintenance Agreement but need more information before making a decision. Commissioner Miller will be contacting Otis Elevator Company and reporting to the Board next week on the outcome. 

Eagle Track Racing Association: President Randy Sattler met with the Board regarding the county leased property. Mr. Sattler stated that the Racing Association was approached about having a “battle of the bands” event at the racetrack. The lease between the County and the Racing Association allows for this providing the Board of Commissioners approve and “special event insurance” naming Ferry County as an additional insured is acquired and presented. The Board approved the Racing Association moving forward with this event. Mr. Sattler inquired about removing some trees for spectator seating. He would like to remove the trees and use a backhoe to make ledges in the hillside for spectators to set lawn chairs on. This side of the racetrack stays shady all day and would be added space for seating. The Board approved the project and suggested that possibly the tree removal at the Race Track and the Fairgrounds could be done as one project. Mr. Sattler will check back next week on the tree removal. 

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $215,870.92 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #236225-236429 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $42,832.95

County Road in the amount of $81,780.11

County Fair in the amount of 275.67

Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $385.05

Enhanced 911 in the amount of $7,216.03

Grant Fund in the amount of 71.50

Inmate Welfare in the amount of $1,673.55

Title III in the amount of $2,253.04

Affordable Housing for All in the amount of $625.00

Recreation Fund in the amount of $538.94

Weed Control in the amount of $20.55

Connections Transportation in the amount of $554.68

Fairgrounds Management in the amount of $615.50

Connections in the amount of $5,878.78

Airport in the amount of $257.13

County Capital Improvement in the amount of $2,888.41

Solid Waste in the amount of $12,187.06

Equipment Rental & Revolving in the amount of $42,919.01

Management Info Systems in the amount of $3,778.38

Insurance Fund in the amount of $3,360.13

Fire District #13 in the amount of $2,764.53

Curlew Water District in the amount of $430.86

E.M.S. District in the amount of $2,564.06

(Exhibit 2)

Consent: The Board approved the following:

1. CE Misc. Non-Dept (Insurance) Transfer to the Insurance Fund for Claim #25661 deductible in the amount of $729.18. (Exhibit 3)

2. ER&R Transfer to County Road for 2/2010 reimbursement and shop rental in the amount of $41,632.37. (Exhibit 4)

3. County Road Transfer to ER&R for 2/2010 equipment rental and depreciation in the amount of $67,587.00. (Exhibit 5)

4. Ferry County Resolution No. 2010-05 after review and discussion motion was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Heath with all in favor of adopting Ferry County Resolution No. 2010-05 amending Resolution No. 1997-18 establishing sign installation fees for the Public Works Department. (Exhibit 6)

5. Ferry County Connections Grant Amendment amending Grant No. 10-46111-607 between Ferry County Connections and the Department of Commerce, Housing Division. The amendment is to provide prevention to households facing homelessness and to rapidly re-house individuals and families who are experiencing homelessness. The budget amendment shifted funds but the total remains unchanged. (Exhibit 7)

6. Ferry County Sheriff’s Office Grant Application between Ferry County and the Washington State Military Department, Department of Homeland Security. (Exhibit 8)

7. Letter of Support to Lawrence Strickling, Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information, National Telecommunications and Information Administration. The letter is supporting the Northwest Open Access Network (NoaNet) Grant Application. (Exhibit 9)

8. Thank You Letter to Okanogan-Ferry Washington Pilots Association (WPA) thanking them for the funding to make it possible for Ferry County to be represented at the Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show. (Exhibit 10)

9. Ferry County Water Conservancy Board Re-Appointment after review and discussion motion was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Heath with all in favor of re-appointing Jim Nash to the Ferry County Water Conservancy Board for a six year term beginning April 1, 2010 thru March 31, 2016. (Exhibit 11)

10. Public Disclosure Commission a statement certifying that during the period of January 1, 2009 thru December 31, 2009, no public funds under the control of the Ferry County Treasurer were invested in any institution in which she held an office, directorship, partnership interest or ownership interest. (Exhibit 12)

Golden Tiger Pathway Committee: Committee Members Tom Hern, Larry Heming and Larry Beardslee met with the Board to give updates. Also present were Sara Sparks and Lou Stone. Mr. Beardslee read the minutes of their last meeting that was held at Pine Grove. The election of Officers was made at the meeting and the Committee reported that from now on the meetings will alternate between restaurants. There was discussion regarding the City/Pine Grove water project and when the pathway will be closed for construction. Mr. Heming will contact the City regarding this issue. There was extensive discussion on the work that the pathway is in need of. Some of the members are concerned about the fencing and the 666 feet that still needs to be done. The Committee requested that the Board set a speed limit for the pathway and write an Ordinance to enforce the speed limit and the other signs that are posted. The Committee also discussed with the Board the new portion of the trail and what they think needs attention first. For example, stabilizing the ballast for use and spraying the weeds. The Board stated that they had planned on contracting with the Weed Department to spray the entire rail corridor. There are several access spots at the old mill site. Vaagen’s will need to be contacted to see which ones they would like left open. Mr. Beardslee will start the communication with Vaggen’s. Mr. Beardslee stated that he did not contact Bob Whittaker about their last meeting but he would make sure that Mr. Whittaker was aware of the next meeting that will be held at Tamarac Pizza.  

Public Works Update: Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown and Director Troy Reynolds met with the Board to give updates. Brenda Starkey joined the meeting at 2:00 PM.

Airport Ms. Brown reported that the Airport Fund is out of funds and will need a transfer. With the cash flow being minimal the decision was made that only the amount of the monthly bills will be transferred each month.

Funds Report Ms. Brown presented the Board with a report showing the fund balances for the County Road and ER&R funds.

New Keller Shop Mr. Reynolds reported that he has received the engineers report on the septic system and it will be installed the second week of April 2010.

Old Keller Shop The wiring still needs to be replaced in the old shop along with a few other items such as the door and flashing. After discussion the decision was made to approve repairing the small items such as the door. We would need to get bids before making a decision on replacing the wiring. Mr. Reynolds stated that if the funds were going to be spent he would like to see the lighting in the other shops updated first saving us money which is a better use of funds.

Inchelium Safe Routes to School The Board inquired if the Safe Routes to School project in Inchelium was going out to bid. Mr. Reynolds stated that no it would not go out to bid the entire project will be done with county forces.

Road Repairs A complaint form received from a citizen regarding the potholes on the Kettle River Road was discussed. Mr. Reynolds reported that they have started on the Kettle River Road repairs. When those repairs are done they will be doing repairs on Boulder and in the Town of Curlew.

Golden Tiger Pathway The Board reported they have had requests to have a guardrail put along the highway where the trail is so close to the road. Mr. Reynolds stated he believes that without recorded accidents or incidents the State will not put up a guardrail. 

Signs The Board inquired if Public Works has any hidden driveway and pedestrian crossing signs. Mr. Reynolds thinks they have the pedestrian signs but will check. A hidden driveway sign probably would not be able to be put.

Property Owner – Troy Reynolds: Mr. Reynolds requested that he be able to put a retaining wall up along the right-of-way on the bank of the rail corridor. It would not interfere with the trail or the width of it. The Board would like some time to consider this request before making a decision. 

Forest Service Update: Republic District Ranger Linda Fee met with the Board to give updates on the Kelly Camp Mine cleanup. Also present was Brenda Starkey. Ms. Fee inquired if the Board has any concerns regarding this cleanup project. The Board stated that they sent the information to the Planning Department for them to review. The recommendation from the Planning Department was to contact the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation due to the fact that it appears this is an archaeological or historical site. Ms. Fee stated that the Forest Service Archaeologist Steve Kramer did check this site and found there is no archeological significance. Ms. Fee and the Board reviewed a questionnaire that was handed out. The Board requested that Ms. Fee make sure that the Cattle Ranchers with grazing permits are kept informed. Ms. Fee assured the Board that Forest Range Program Manager Travis Fletcher will keep them updated. The Board conveyed to Ms. Fee that they appreciated her coming in to explain the activity and keeping them updated. 

GMA Update: Attorney Steve Graham, Planning Director Irene Whipple, Planning Commission Member Gary Howden, Planning Commission Member Tammy Peterson, Carl Peterson and Brenda Starkey were present. Mr. Graham stated that he requested Prosecutor Mike Sandona to be present but he was in court today. The hearing went well but the feedback did not seem very receptive of the Riparian Owners of Ferry County/Stevens County Farm Bureau and the Simmons appeals. Mr. Graham requested that the Board go into Executive Session at this time.

Executive Session: The Board went into Executive Session at 3:10 PM with Attorney Steve Graham and Planning Director Irene Whipple present for GMA and possible litigation issues. The meeting returned to open session at 3:30 and Attorney Steve Graham was directed to appeal the 06-1-0003 case.

When the meeting returned to open session those present were Attorney Steve Graham, Planning Director Irene Whipple, Planning Commission Member Tammy Stevens, Carl Stevens and Brenda Starkey. There was discussion about the appropriateness of a Planning Commission Member being a Representative of the Riparian Owners of Ferry County and filing GMA law suites against the County. The Planning Commission Members feel that this is prolonging the process of their Ordinances and this member should either be on the Planning Commission or be a Representative of the Riparian Owners of Ferry County but not both. The next Planning Commission meeting will be March 24, 2010 and Attorney Steve Graham will be attending. The Board directed the Planning Commission to work on getting into compliance before they work on updating the Comprehensive Plan that now has an extended deadline.

LUPA Appeal (Land Use Petition Act): This discussion will be re-scheduled when Prosecutor Mike Sandona can be present.

Unfinished Business: Fairgrounds Maintenance Manager Wayne Egner met with the Board to inquire if there is a map of the area where the gravel pit will be and how far back on the property they will go. Public Works Director Troy Reynolds will get a map for Mr. Egner. Mr. Egner also requested that the fees be waved at the Transfer Station for the metal that will need to be removed from the hill. The Board will speak with Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell and report back to Mr. Egner next week.

Correspondence: The following correspondence has been received and placed as part of these minutes.

Treasurer’s Office A depository update regarding designating Bank of America the bank for County funds and Bank of America and the State of Washington Local Government Investment Pool being the banks where County funds are invested for the year 2010.

e-mail A reminder of the Ferry County Rail Trail Partners Annual Meeting. The meeting will be held March 28th, 2010 at the Old Fire Hall, 26 Clark Street, Republic, at 2:00 PM.

There being no further business, the Board adjourned until March 22, 2010.
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