ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE BOARD

Of Ferry County Commissioners

April 26, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. with Commissioners Miller, Bond, and Heath present.  

After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to approve the minutes of April 12, 2010 as corrected. Commissioner Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.

After review and discussion Commissioner Miller made a motion to approve the minutes of April 19, 2010 as corrected. Commissioner Heath seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.

Additions and Corrections to the agenda: Washington State National Parks Service Debbie Bird rescheduled her 1:30 appointment to May 3rd.  Commissioner Heath left the meeting at 10:30 to attend a hearing.  Commissioner Miller left the meeting at 10:45 to attend a funeral.  Commissioner Heath returned to the meeting at 11:30.  Commissioner Miller returned to the meeting at 11:40.

Weed Coordinator:  Weed Coordinator Mary Fee met with the Board.  Ms. Fee introduced her seasonal part-time help Hannah McCracken who will be helping with the weed spraying.  Ms. Fee provided the Board with a draft copy of the agreement for spraying the weeds on the rail corridor and the Golden Tiger Pathway.  The Board requested Ms. Fee amend the draft and have it ready for next weeks meeting.  

Forest Service Update: Forest Ranger Linda Fee met with the Board to give an update. Silviculturist Mary Rourke was also present.  Discussion was held on road closures.  The Board would like Forest Service to coordinate with the County on their road closures.  Ms. Fee provided a new map of road closures that were processed thru the NEPA process.  This process was accomplished before Ms. Fee was hired.  Ms. Fee reported that the 2001 Roadless Rules which were signed in 1987 includes inventories from the 70’s.  Ms. Fee expects a new draft plan for Roadless Rules in the fall or winter of 2010 for public review.  Ms. Fee presented the Board with a road maintenance plan for the Republic District. (Exhibit 4)_ Ms. Fee advised the Board that Columbia River Carbonate is doing some exploratory drilling in the Swan Lake area for calcium carbonate. (Exhibit 5) There is mining exploration going on in the Lone Ranch area.  Vulcan and Trout Creek timber sale is just about done.  The Malo East sale is moving forward this summer.  Ms. Fee reported that their will need to be some road construction in the area of Aennas Creek and Tonasket Creek.   Ms. Fee also reported that the biomass contracts and stimulus contracts are moving forward.  

TEDD Update: Specialist Julie Abernethy met with the Board to give an update.  Ms. Abernethy provided the Board with a copy of her staff report she will be presenting at the May TEDD Board Meeting.  The report provided a list of meetings she has attended in the first quarter of 2010, her accomplishments in the first quarter and her goals for the second quarter.  The Board requested the dates and times of her meeting schedule so they can coordinate with their schedules.  Ms. Abernethy inquired if the Board would like her to mention any specifics at the TEDD meeting.  The Board would like to know how end mile will be handled if Broadband is made available in Ferry County through NoaNet.  

Department Heads & Elected Officials Update: Assessor Rachel Siracuse, Jail Sergeant Judy Gard, Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Planning Director Irene Whipple, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell, MIS Director Darrell Dirks, Risk Manager Jill Gates, Connections Director Kate Rowe-Maloret, Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona, E911 Coordinator Ray Maycumber, WSU Extension Agent Dan Fagerlie and Public Works Director Troy Reynolds met with the Board to give an update.  

Internet Policy.  Ms. Siracuse encouraged the Board to include the Department Heads and Elected Officials in communications regarding the Internet.  Some sites have been blocked. The Department Heads and Elected Officials have requested to be notified before they are blocked.

ADA Lift Ms. Siracuse inquired about the ADA lift.  The Board gave an update to Department Heads and Elected Officials.

Budget update Ms. Siracuse inquired about the budget and what plans  the Board may have for getting us thru 2011.  The Board advised the Department Heads and Elected Officials that other counties are struggling with their budgets.  The Board is watching how those counties are dealing with their shortfalls.  Ferry County needs to hold the line.  Other counties are opening their budgets and their employees are taking furlough days to help with their budgets.  

Public Records Officer The Board inquired about the Public Records Officer. The person in charge of the public records request would need training to keep abreast of the changing RCW’s. It was suggested that the Prosecutor’s office should review the public records request.  

Commissioners Working Session: The Board of Ferry County Commissioners held a working session regarding various County issues.

Public Hearing Call for Bids: At 1:00 PM a Bid Opening was held at the Commissioners office for one new phone system at which time bids were publically opened and read. Present was MIS Director Darrell Dirks and Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol. The Bids were received as follows:


Black Box Network Services


$40,189.00 + Tax








(Exhibit 1)

Mr. Dirks will review the bid and make a recommendation to the Board and the Bid Opening was closed.  Mr. Dirks  returned during unfinished business and made a recommendation to the Board is to accept the bid.  A motion was made by Commissioner Miller to accept the bid.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.  Discussion was held regarding the terms of the purchase.  The County will save $1,000 plus per month. 

Public Works Update: Engineer Bob Breshears, Director Troy Reynolds, Office Manager Shelene Brown and Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board to give updates.

Kuehne Road Mr. Reynolds reported that he received a letter from a resident on Kuehne Road along with a signed petition regarding maintenance and safety issues on Kuehne Road.  (Exhibit 3)  The letter was addressed to both Public Works and the Colville Tribe.  Mr. Reynolds will be responding to the letter and wanted the Board to be informed.

Liquid Asphault Bids Mr. Reynolds informed the Board that Public Works held a bid opening and received 2 bids for the delivery of oil for road maintenance and preservation.  Mr. Breshears will provide a resolution to the Board to award the bids.

Certificate of Good Practice The Board presented Mr. Reynolds with a Certificate of Good Practice for 2009.  The Board congratulated Public Works on their hard work.

RAC Committee The Board advised Mr. Reynolds that projects that were submitted to the RAC Committee need to be resubmitted.  Title II funding is available for roads that access Forest Service roads and can also be used to replace undersized culverts.

Republic Shop Lighting The Board inquired about the lighting at the Republic Shop.  Mr. Reynolds reported that they are working with Northwest Edison in replacing the lighting.  

Risk Manager The Board informed Mr. Reynolds that Risk Manager Jill Gates will be reassigned to include Public Records Officer and ADA Coordinator duties in her job description.  Ms. Gates will need an office of her own and will be relocated.  The Board would like this change to be in effect by June 1.

Secure Load Ordinance: Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board to discuss the Secure Load Ordinance. Also present were Engineer Bob Breashears, Public Works Director Troy Reynolds, Office Manager Shelene Brown and Cliff Couse of Couse’s Sanitation.  Ms. Cromwell wanted to follow up with the Board regarding the Secured Load Ordinance.  The Board advised Ms. Cromwell that the enforcement of the ordinance is the issue.  The Board is interested in pursuing the ordinance and suggested reworking the draft ordinance.  Mr. Couse mentioned that the fees from the ordinance will go to the county.  Ms. Cromwell advised that a portion of the fees would also go to the state.  Ms. Cromwell will move forward with the Board’s suggestion.  Mr. Couse presented the Board with a letter advising the Board that Couse’s Sanitation is giving it’s 30 days notice terminating the recycle contract with Ferry County as of May 26, 2010.  (Exhibit 2)  Mr. Couse left the meeting.  Discussion was held on options that are available for Ferry County’s recycling.

Kettle River Advisory Board: Chair Lorna Johnson and Vice Chair Ed Watt met with the Board to discuss reestablishing a trailhead at Brixner Park.  Ms. Johnson has contacted WSDOT and they are requesting a permit along with it is a bond for $2500 to restore the shoulder of the highway to its current condition.  The County can request a waiver of the bond with the guarantee that the shoulder will remain in its current condition.  Ms. Johnson advised the Board that the timeline for the project will be to get DOT’s approval then work on the JARPA permit.   The Board would like public works involved to insure the work is done properly.  

Correspondence: The following correspondence has been received and placed as part of these minutes.

Email to Couse’s Sanitation advising Couse’s Sanitation that the County is recycling cardboard and hauling it ourselves.

Email from Gary Cotter giving their appreciation to the County for their services and the always helpful staff.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until May 3, 2010.
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