FERRY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

MEETING MINUTES

May 24, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bond with Commissioners Miller and Heath present.

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda: There were no additions and corrections.

Commissioners Staff Update: Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, Insurance/Risk Manager Jill Gates, and MIS Director Darrell Dirks met with the Board to give updates. Ms. Kinney reported that the Nutrition Class that the wellness committee put on went well and had good attendance. There have been requests to have a class on exercise. Ms. Kinney has had a request from a member of the Prospectors Committee to use the tables and chairs from the fairgrounds for Prospectors Days. Ms. Gates inquired if the county web site should have a separate link for Risk Management and have Public Records Request Forms on line. She will work on getting this done. There was a discussion on how a policies and procedures should be done for public records requests. Ms. Gates will send a draft copy to Canfield for their opinion before bringing it to the Board for approval. Ms. McBride reported that the leak in the back closet of the Risk Management Office has been fixed. Some of the plumbing in the courthouse is in need of replacement. Mr. Dirks reported that Nate’s Electric is going to be doing the electrical for the new phone system and quoted a price of $1,000. The Board approved the expenditure. The new E-911 server is in place and functioning properly. 

Department Head/Elected Officials Update: Those present were Assessor Rachel Siracuse, Connections  Assistant Director Toni Lembke, Extension Agent Dan Fagerlie, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, E-911 Supervisor Cathy Crowder, Fairgrounds Business Manager Cathy Lindsey, Insurance/Risk Manager Jill Gates, Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell,  MIS Director Darrell Dirks, Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney and Prosecutor Mike Sandona. The first item for discussion was the Public Records Officer. Ms. Gates has been assigned the job of Public Records Officer and is updating everyone on her responsibilities and the new job description she now works under. Mr. Dirks reported that the phone system is coming along and estimated a two month time period for completion. Mr. Dirks also requested that employees start using work orders when needing assistance from the MIS Department. The Courthouse plumbing was discussed. There was some discussion on finding grants to help with this project and if we should replace the whole system or try to do the worse parts first as funds are available. The bathrooms in the Courthouse are also an issue and will need to be incorporated into the project. Auditor Dianna Galvan joined the meeting at 9:15 AM. Ms Galvan reminded everyone that the Personnel Policy states that we need to have our office doors open during lunch time. Sometimes closing the doors for short periods of time during the day cannot be avoided due to vacations, illness, etc… but those times should be the exception not the rule. Ms. Booher reported that the collections within her office are going well and is requesting that Deputy Chris Burnside return to full time status by June. Ms. McBride requested that when employees are doing spring cleaning  that they please notify her so that disposal of documents can be done at the time that the shred service is here to avoid extra charges. Mr. Fagerlie reported that the Fair Funding from the State has been approved thru 2011. Ms. Lindsey has been hired as the County Fairgrounds Business Manager. Ms. Siracuse inquired about the county property across the road from the Sheriff’s Office and the intentions for the house on the property. The Board has not approved anything at this point due to budget restraints. The intention is to have the Prosecutors Office move into the house but it needs to be brought up to code for public access and the minimum estimate for this was $38,000. Commissioner Miller reported that he attended a Washington County Insurance Pool meeting and we should be able to renew our contract for our liability insurance with little or no increase to the county.  Ms. Siracuse reported that change of property value notices will be mailed on Friday.

County Enforcement: Citizen Nick Dragnich met with the Board to discuss a property/access issue and how the County Offices can help. Commissioner Bond will take the information provided by Mr. Dragnich to the Prosecutor for his review.

Public Works Update: Public Works Director Troy Reynolds, Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown, Engineer Bob Breshears, and Solid Waste Corridnator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board to give updates.

Bridge Creek Safety Project After review of the bid proposal recommendation is to sign the contract with Knife River and will be signed under consent.

Paradise Cove The land owners have requested for their road to be paved. The land owners will be at the next Commissioners meeting. 

Surplus Property services Ms. Brown is requesting that we sign up with the Washington State General Administration for surplus county property. It is with the same office that we have our State Purchasing Contract with. More research will be done on this issue. 

Rail Corridor Sidings Mr. Reynolds inquired about leasing the sidings on the rail bed at the RV Park. He spoke with the State Auditor’s regarding this issue and they suggested talking with the County Prosecutor. 

Consent: The Board approved the following:

1. Bridge Creek Safety Improvements Engineer Bob Breshears had recommended that the proposal for the Bridge Creek Safety Improvements project be awarded to Knife River. The Board approved the recommendation. (Exhibit 1)

2. Ferry County Resolution No. 2010-15 After review and discussion motion was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Heath with all in favor of approving Ferry County Resolution No. 2010-15 amending Resolution No. 2009-21 for the safety improvements of multiple roads in Ferry County. Improvements include centerline and fog line stripping, road side guidepost and guardrails. (Exhibit 2)

3. Ferry County Resolution No. 2010-16 After review and discussion motion was made by Commissioner Heath, seconded by Commissioner Miller with all in favor of approving Ferry County Resolution No. 2010-16 amending Resolution No. 2009-50  for the development and construction of Safe Routes to School for 1.3 miles of a 10’ wide asphalt pathway, located along the Inchelium Highway, Cut Off Road and Moccasin Road. To include but not limited to Pedestrian activated beacons, radar feedback signs, lighting, pavement markings and signs. (Exhibit 3)

4. Emergency Domestic Violence Shelter and Advocacy Services Agreement between the State of Washington Department of Social and Health Services and Ferry County Connections in the amount of $163,867 for the period of July 1, 2010 thru June 30, 2011. (Exhibit 4)

5. Notice of County Forces Work Ferry County gives notice that it is anticipated that $408,073 dollars of County Forces will be done on the Inchelium Safe Routes to Schools Project, County Road Project No. 0809. (Exhibit 5)

6. Notice of County Forces Work Ferry County gives notice that it is anticipated that $199,000 dollars of County Forces will be done on the Ferry County Low-Cost Run–Off Road Safety Improvements. (Exhibit 6)

7. Call for Bids The Ferry County Board of Commissioners will receive sealed bids at the Commissioners’ Office located at 290 E. Tessie Ave., Republic, Washington until the hour of 2:00 PM on June 21, 2010 at which time bids will be opened and publicly read for the Ferry County Low Cost Run-Off Road Safety Improvements, Guardrail Installation. (Exhibit 7)

8. State of Washington Office of the Secretary of State Grant Agreement between Ferry County Auditor’s Office and the Office of the Secretary of State, amendment No. 7B to Grant Agreement No. G-2835 providing additional funds for the County Education Fund in the amount of $1,100. (Exhibit 8)

9. State of Washington Office of the Secretary of State Grant Agreement between Ferry County Auditor’s Office and the Office of the Secretary of State, amendment No.8 to Grant Agreement No. G-2835 providing additional funds for costs associated with one year of voter registration and voting system maintenance fee increases in the amount of $9,046.33. (Exhibit 9)

Vouchers/Warrants: Warrant #235364 in the amount of $20.00 was canceled and approved to be transferred from the Clearing Fund #698 to the Current Expense Fund #001. (Exhibit 10)

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $9,293.52 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #18615-18618 and funding in the amount of $40,167.00 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for direct deposit for payment of warrant/voucher #104855-104912 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $20,593.52

County Road in the amount of $20,967.00

Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $300.00

Enhanced 911 in the amount of $1,600.00

Weed in the amount of $500.00

Connections in the amount of $3,250.00

Management Info Systems in the amount of $1,550.00

Insurance Fund in the amount of $700.00

(Exhibit 11)
E.M.S. Imprest Funds: E.M.S. Auditor Ron Bacon met with the Board regarding an imprest Fund in the amount of $1,000.00 on debit cards for small purchases. The fund would be balanced every month and the debit cards will need to have protection like a credit card. Mr. Bacon will check on the protection of the cards and a resolution will be written. 

Title III Funds: Mike Robinson was unable to attend. Steve Anthes met with the Board to discuss Title III Funds and the rules of reimbursement for training and conferences. Mr. Anthes inquired as to why the reimbursements are not allowed. When the Title III funds were re-authorized the rules on what the funds could be spent for were made very specific, training and conferences are not allowed. Mr. Anthes was given the USDA Forest Service manual with guidelines for Title III County funds.  At this point they will need to find other avenues to pay for the training and conferences until such time that the rules are changed.

County Property/House: Legal Assistant Cindy Nelson met with the Board regarding the property purchased from the Forest Service. Ms. Nelson inquired if there were any funds to do some of the repairs/modification needed to make the house on the property suitable for the County Prosecutors Office. The County Capital Improvement Fund does have funds for this sort of thing and could be used for the repairs/modification; however the Courthouse is in dire need of replacement of the water pipes and sewer system. The funds that are available will need to be used for this purpose. The Board did not approve using the County Capital Improvement Fund for the repairs/modification of the house at this time. The issue will be re-visited when more funds are available. 

Phone System and HAVA Grant: Auditor Dianna Galvan met with the Board regarding HAVA Grant No. G-2835 amendments and the new phone system that her and MIS Director Darrell Dirks have been working on. The amendment for the training in the amount of $1,100 is for two employees to have GIS training. Shannon Jenson will be the GIS project leader and the funds for that position will go toward her next year’s salary. Ms. Galvan stated that they will need a license for ArcView for the maps & overlays for all of the voting districts. The amended grant funds will also provide computers for Voters Registration. The Grant Amendments are exhibited under consent. 

Commissioners Working Session: At 3:00 PM the Board conducted a working session reviewing correspondence and discussing various Board & Committees that they attend and will be attending.
There being no further business, the Board adjourned until June 7, 2010.
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