MEETING OF THE BOARD

Of Ferry County Commissioners

July 19, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Chairman Bond with Commissioners Miller and Heath present. 

Commissioners Working Session: After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to approve the minutes of July 12, 2010 as corrected. Commissioner Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.

Commissioners Staff Update: Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol, Fairgrounds Manager Cathy Lindsey, Risk Manager Jill Gates, Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney, and Maintenance Director Erin McBride met with the Board to give updates.

Courthouse Maintenance Ms. McBride reported that Levine Plumbing was here and did an assessment on the courthouse plumbing.  The pipes from the courthouse to the street are PVC indicating they have been updated.  Levine Plumbing will be mailing their assessment to this office.  

ADA lift Ms. Gates reported that she has not had a response from any inquiries she has made on the ADA lift. Ms. Gates spoke with Chewelah School that has a lift like Ferry County’s.  Chewelah School had problems and upgrade their lift at a cost of $80,000.  Ms. Gates advised the Board that she is asking for help from the manufacturer Garaventa.  Commissioner Heath visited the Chewelah School and provided Ms. Gates with photos of their lift. 

Fair Association Ms. Gates reported that she and Ms. Lindsey gave information to AIA Insurance that they requested for special events coverage for the fair.  The quote is a estimated figure and the Fair Association would need to submit an application to get a firm quote.  The special events coverage would cost around $3,000.  

Risk Management Training Ms. Gates advised the Board that the Washington State Association of Counties is offering training for Risk Management.  Ms. Gates will be doing the training online next week.  

Fair Budget Ms. Bechtol inquired from the Board as to who will be handling the fair budget.  The county is responsible for the fair funds and answers to the State Auditor for these funds.  The Board suggested a meeting with the Fair Association and will have the process and procedures in writing so everyone understands them.

Department Heads and Elected Officials Update: Assessor Rachel Siracuse, Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell, Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona, Connections Director Kate Rowe Maloret, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, Fairgrounds Manager Cathy Lindsey, Risk Manager Jill Gates, and Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol met with the Board to give updates.  Ms. Siracuse reported that Ms. McBride gave a brief update on the plumbing and everyone is glad to see progress.  Ms. Gates gave an update on the ADA lift.  Ms. Siracuse inquired if the Board has had the exit conference with the State Auditors.  Ms. Bechtol advised that she does not expect the exit conference until the beginning of August.  Ms. Siracuse inquired about next years budget due August 9th.  The Board reminded everyone of the spending freeze memo and requested that everyone continue helping out.  The Board commended the Department Heads and Elected Officials for their vigilance in spending freeze.  The Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) came in higher than expected and those additional funds will help fund the first quarter of next year. The county has not had to use the conservation future funds, which is good news.  Ms. Siracuse inquired about the article in the newspaper regarding the Golden Tiger Pathway.  The Board advised that the article was not accurate.  This is the third inquiry into the Golden Tiger Pathway funding and the first two resulted with no adverse findings.  This inquiry is for the extension project not the entire trail.  The Board assured the Department Heads and Elected Officials that WSDOT approved the grant funding application which was also approved by the Federal Highway Administration.  The Board is working on the situation with our state and federal representatives.  Ms. Rowe Maloret advised the Board that Connections will be holding training on human trafficking on the 27th of July from 1:30 to 3:00 at the Frontier Apartments meeting room.  Ms. Booher advised that the Northwest Justice project will be offering a tenants rights seminar on Friday July 23 from 9:00 till 12:00.  Mr. Sandona reported that there were two autopsies this month which will result in additional expenses to that budget.

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $47,802.32 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for warrant #18710 & 18713 and direct payment advice #105231-105286 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $20,335.32.

County Road in the amount of $20,967.00.
Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $300.00.
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $1,600.00.
Connections in the amount of $2,350.00.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $1,550.00.
Insurance Fund in the amount of $700.00.  (Exhibit 1)

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $540,482.64 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for warrant #237625-237750 and void warrants #237955-237990 (printer error) for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $66,730.70.

County Road in the amount of $333,712.35.

County Fair in the amount of $245.55.

Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $29.93.

Enhanced 911 in the amount of $3,448.91.
Boating Safety in the amount of $167.14.
Inmate Welfare in the amount of $1,181.35.
Title III in the amount of $4,647.54.
Affordable Housing for all in the amount of $625.00.
Weed Control in the amount of $20,173.59.
Tourism in the amount of $4,569.34.
Connections Transportation in the amount of $405.28.
Fair Grounds Management in the amount of $2,042.14.
Connections in the amount of $9,095.02.
Airport in the amount of $147.51.
Solid Waste in the amount of $46,365.85.
Post Closure in the amount of $157.74.
Equipment Rental & Revolving in the amount of $43,047.76.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $899.10.
Medical Trust in the amount of $825.34.
Parks & Recreation District in the amount of $666.81.
E.M.S. District in the amount of $1,298.69.  (Exhibit 2)
Consent:

Misc. Non-Dept Funds Transfer in the amount of $150.00 to the Airport fund for a portion of the 2010 CE contribution. (Exhibit 3)

Boating Safety Funds Transfer in the amount of $1,359.46 to the Sheriff for Salary/Benefit Reimbursement for June 2010.  (Exhibit 4)

Resolution No. 2010-23 limiting the use of open flame After review and discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Miller to adopt Resolution No. 2010-23 limiting the use of open flame.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.  (Exhibit 5)

Contract between Frank Gurney Inc. & Ferry County for Low Cost Run Off Road Safety Improvements in the amount of $46,838.50.  (Exhibit 6)

Contract between the  Forest Service & Ferry County for the sale of mineral materials in the amount of $2000.00 for 800 cubic yards of sand and gravel.  (Exhibit 7)
Public Hearing Resolution No. 2010-21: As per duly published notice, the public hearing regarding Resolution No. 2019-21 Six Year Transportation Plan was held at 1 p.m. An attendance sheet is on file and the public hearing was recorded. Public comments were received.  After review and discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Miller to adopt Resolution No. 2010-21.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion and the motion carried with a majority vote.  (Exhibit 8)  

Public Works Update: Engineer Robert Breshears, Director Troy Reynolds, Office Manager Shelene Brown and Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board to give updates.

The Board received a complaint on the pit behind shop 60.  Rocks are being piled onto the roadway causing it to be a one-lane road.  Mr. Reynolds will investigate the matter.

Connections Update: Director Kate Rowe Maloret met with the Board to give an update.  Ms. Rowe Maloret reported that Connections had a therapist resign last month and wanted to get permission to fill that position.  The position is funded by 3 different grants.  This was a 36 hour a week position and she would like to replace the position with a 40 hour position.  Ms. Rowe Maloret also has one grant that has requirements which will require special training.  There is possibility of contracting with New Alliance to get the special training.  The Board suggested she talk with Director David Nielson at New Alliance.  The Board also suggested subcontracting with New Alliance if it turns out difficult to hire a therapist.  Ms. Rowe Maloret reported that the Crime Victims Service Program gave additional money for a specific project.  With the additional funding Connections wants to develop a better response system for elderly abuse.  

GMA Update: Attorney Steve Graham met with the Board to give an update.  Also present were Planning Director Irene Whipple, Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona and resident Melissa Rose.  Mr. Graham received his bates stamped copy of one of the appealed cases.  Mr. Graham will use this to file his brief.  The Farm Bureau’s attorney is still interested in Ferry County’s case.  Mr. Graham discussed the changes of the members on GMA board.  Discussion on whether to adopt an interim ordinance and amend the Public Participation Plan was held.  Ms. Whipple would like to request an extension of the deadline instead of an interim ordinance.  The Board agreed on an extension until January.   Mr. Sandona would like some time to consider whether or not to take over the GMA appeals.  Mr. Graham’s last day will be the end of August.  The Board would like Mr. Sandona & Mr. Graham to meet to review the case and come up with a decision.  

Grand Coulee Dam School District: Superintendent Dennis Carlson met with the Board to inquire about a letter of support.  Mr. Carlson is requesting a letter of support for securing federal funding for a new K-12 school construction project. Mr. Carlson reported that the Grand Coulee school system has children from Keller that attend the Grand Coulee Dam School district.  The Board approved the writing of the letter of support. 

Unfinished Business:  Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona met with the Board to review the Rail Corridor Interim Management Ordinance.  The Board requested that Mr. Sandona make recommendations for the county ordinance.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until July 26, 2010.
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