ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE BOARD

Of Ferry County Commissioners

August 2, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Chairman Bond with Commissioners Miller and Heath present.  

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda:

Commissioners Staff Update: Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol,Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, Risk Manager Jill Gates, and MIS Director Darrell Dirks met with the Board to give updates.

Courthouse Ms. McBride reported that a new directory is being created with the recent changes in the courthouse.  The Board advised Ms. McBride that the courthouse grounds look great.  

Grooming meeting Ms. Kinney reported that she attended the State Parks Contractor meeting in Yakima.  State Parks is going to a 5-year contract with an annual award letter.  

Plumbing Ms. Kinney reported that she should receive a report on the assessment that was completed by Levine Plumbing in the next few days.

New phone system Mr. Dirks reported that the new phone system is online and fully functional.  The Board suggested putting the extension’s on the web page.  Mr. Dirks reported that the old phone numbers are forwarded to the auto attendant and the numbers that are not forwarded will then they get a recording that the new number is 509-775-5225.  Mr. Dirks suggested an ad in the paper advising the public of the new phone system.  The Board agreed. 

Large Format Copier Mr. Dirks reported that the large format copier is back and not repairable.  It is no longer supported by IBM.  Mr. Dirks advised that there is no need for such a large scanner and suggested a new scanner at the cost of $3000.  The Board inquired about a 36” scanner and Mr. Dirks will investigate the prices as well as sizes.  

Fairgrounds Ms. Lindsay reported that gravel and dirt has been placed where needed on the geo thermal project.  Ms. Lindsay reported that the Forest service would like to put 20 tents at the fairgrounds for fire camp.  The Board suggested a group rate of $5 per tent.

ADA Lift Ms. Gates reported that she is continually working on the ADA lift in the courthouse.  The Board would like Ms. Gates to keep documentation so if the county is held out of compliance we will have proof we are working on it.  

Workshop  Ms. Gates reported that Canfield will be here and have a meeting for the department head and elected officials regarding confronting personnel problems.  

Point of Contact The Board inquired about a point of contact when Ms. Gates is out of the office for an extended time.  The Board suggested the Commissioners office be the point of contact when needed.  

Connections Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that Connections Director Kate Rowe Maloret needs the Board’s approval to accept FEMA Funds. The Board approved.  Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that Ms. Rowe Maloret cannot attend a webinar conference on homelessness.  Ms. Bechtol and Commissioner Bond will attend since Ms. Rowe Maloret cannot.

Geo Thermal Project Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that there will be a presentation on the Geo Thermal Project at the carousel on Wednesday.  Representatives from the United States Department of Agriculture who provided the grant for the project will be present. 

Commissioners Working Session: The Board reviewed the following:

Letter from Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona regarding abandoned vehicles.  

Letter from Kinross Gold Corporation in support of the Ferry County Rail Corridor Committee’s effort to pursue capital grant and assistance programs.

Letter from the Kettle River Urn and Casket Company in support of the Ferry County Rail Corridor Committee’s effort to pursue capital grant and assistance programs.

Letter from Wisherwood Yarn Studio and Gallery in support of the Ferry County Rail Corridor Committee’s effort to pursue capital grant and assistance programs.

Letter from Carolyn Jiles in support of the Ferry County Rail Corridor Committee’s effort to pursue capital grant and assistance programs.

Minutes from the Golden Tiger Pathway Advisory Committee Meeting held on June 8, 2010.

Public Works Update: Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown met with the Board to give an update.  

Project Updates Ms. Brown reported that Bridge Creek project is getting paved today, the Klondike guardrail project was completed last week.  Ms. Brown reported that the Bureau of Indian Affairs contributed $100,000 for the Bridge 

Creek project.  Ms. Brown reported that the Inchelium Safe Routes to School pathway should be ready to start paving possibly next week and the Curlew Shop crew has 600 more delineators to place on the roadways. Ms. Brown reported that she has a notice that will be posted on the abandoned vehicles that are in the right of way and needs to be removed.  Public Works will get a foreman’s professional opinion that it is on county right of way before the county removes it.  Ms. Brown received an email from Bob Whitaker on behalf of the Rail Corridor Committee wanting to work with Public Works Director Troy Reynolds on a grant for the trail.  The Board advised Ms. Brown to let Mr. Whitaker know that Mr. Reynolds will be back on the 11th.   

Consent:

Legal Notice – Call for Bids for New and Used Steel Storage Containers advertisement for Public Works.  (Exhibit 1)

MIS Funds Transfer in the amount of $430.96 to PBX for phone service for Verizon and Andiamo for January – June 2010. (Exhibit 2)

Title III Funds Transfer in the amount of $251.22 to PBX for phone service for Verizon and Andiamo for January – June 2010.  (Exhibit 3)

Misc. Non-Dept. Funds Transfer in the amount of $10,000.00 to MIS for a portion of the 2010 CE contribution.  (Exhibit 4)

Misc. Non-Dept. Funds Transfer in the amount of $2750.00 to Law Library for 2010 CE contribution.  (Exhibit 5)

Drug Abuse Funds Transfer in the amount of $21,576.17 to Current Expense to reimburse Sheriff for Drug Abuse Meth Deputy.  (Exhibit 6)

Public Hearing – Amending Various County Budgets: As per duly published notice the public hearing to amend various 2010 budgets was held at 1:15 p.m.  The hearing was recorded.  After review and discussion Commissioner Miller made a motion to approve Ferry County Resolution No. 2010-26 amending various 2010 budgets.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion.  The motion carried with all in favor.  The hearing was closed at 1:25 pm. (Exhibit 7)

Kinross Update: Environmental Manager Falcon Price, Vice President & General Manager Doug Jones, and Executive Assistant Deana Zakar met with the Board to give an update.  Mr. Jones advised the Board that Kinross will be issuing a press release regarding their water sampling and reporting protocols.  Mr. Price reported that Kinross has a new place to get gravel to backfill the mine.  The gravel is currently coming out of the Beal pit but Kinross hopes to start getting gravel from a pit off of Customs Road owned by Stotts Construction.  Mr. Price presented the Board with an aerial photo of the site.  (Exhibit 8) Kinross plans to haul 200,000 tons a year which equates to 20 to 25 truck trips a day.  The Board is concerned about the section of Customs Road that was not a part of the original agreement with Kinross.  The Customs Road will not handle the additional truck traffic as it is now constructed.  Kinross is willing to work with the county to do whatever is needed to bring the road up to standards to make it work.  The Beal pit will take them to November and they plan on starting the new pit in November and hauling until the spring break up.  Kinross would like to have some gravel stock piled for the spring break up.  Mr. Price believes that this will be a long term backfill source.  The Board and Kinross both agreed to work together on this project.  The Board will request the county engineer to contact Kinross to get things moving.  Ms. Zakar advised the Board that Kinross employment is up to 214 employees.  The Board thanked Kinross for their community involvement.    

Rail Corridor Committee: Sign in sheet on file.  The Board gave everyone an opportunity to review the draft Rail Corridor Interim Management Plan Ordinance No. 2010-04.   Mr. Sandona suggested the ordinance language be changed from misdemeanor to an infraction. Mr. Sandona advised that a misdemeanor is 90 days jail time and a $1000 fine.  Charging as an infraction is a monetary fee and makes more sense.  Mr. Odell says as long as there is an incentive for the people to do the right thing he feels it will work just fine.  Mr. Sternberg is concerned about the hunting and shooting of firearms not in the ordinance.  The Board said there is a state law that does not allow such activity already.  Mr. Sternberg is comfortable with that.  Mr. Sandona says this gives the officer or prosecuting attorney the opportunity to charge as the infraction or a misdemeanor.  The Board reported that this will go out as a draft and will receive public comment at the public hearing.  The public hearing will be published in the paper of record starting this week.

Clerk of the Board Update: Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol met with the Board to give updates.  The washing machine in the jail is in need of repairs.  The cost of repairs is approximately $300.  The washing machine is a heavy-duty machine and not an industrial use machine.  The machine has been repaired before and will probably be in need of repairs in the future with its current use.  The price for a new industrial duty washing machine is $1200 and the jail staff would like permission to purchase one.  The Board approved.

Johnna Exner & Friends-Critical Areas Ordinance/GMA: Johnna Exner met with the Board to discuss the critical areas ordinance/GMA.  Sign in sheet on file.  Ms. Exner wanted to express their concerns on the ordinance and would like an additional 60 days for the 60 day comment period.  Ms. Exner’s second request is for an attorney with winning GMA experience.  John Groen is an attorney with GMA experience.  Ms. Exner advised the Board they they will endeavor to raise funds to pay for the attorney. The Board would like volunteers on the planning commission and asked everyone to get involved.  The Board approved the 60 day extension as long as it does not violate the court order.    The Board will discuss this with Attorney Steve Graham and inquire about the 60 day extension.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until August 3, 2010.
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