MEETING OF THE BOARD

Of Ferry County Commissioners

August 9, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Chairman Bond with Commissioners Miller and Heath present. 

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda:  Attorney Steve Graham and Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona were added to the Agenda at 8:30 AM for GMA.

Commissioners Board & Committee Updates:  Commissioner Heath has received the Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) applications and spent a couple days reviewing them.  The meeting for the RAC is Tuesday August 31st  and the RAC Board will be reviewing applications.

Commissioner Bond attended the Aging and Long Term Care meeting on July 30th

Commissioner Miller will be attending the Washington Counties Insurance Fund (WCIF) annual rate setting meeting on August 11 & 12.  

GMA Update:  Attorney Steve Graham, Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona, and Planning Director Irene Whipple met with the Board to give updates.  Mr. Graham presented Mr. Sandona with all three appeals for GMA.  Mr. Graham reported that unlike a criminal case, you start with a clean slate whenever an ordinance is enacted.  Mr. Graham reported that Ms. Pageler, the new Growth Hearings Board member, has declined to step down.  Mr. Sandona advised the Board that he called attorney John Groen in Bellevue.  John Groen also represents the Farm Bureau on one of the cases and which may present a conflict.  Mr. Graham advised the Board that there are attorneys in Eastern Washington that do GMA work.  Ms. Whipple advised the Board that a representative from the Department of Commerce will be at the Planning Commission meeting this Wednesday.  Discussion was held on the polygons.  The Board asked if Mr. Sandona desired to work on GMA or if he like to designate another attorney.  Mr. Sandona advised that if it were a different time when sanctions have not been talked about the answer would be yes.  Mr. Sandona recommends using an attorney with GMA experience.  The Board advised Mr. Sandona that the recommendations for sanctions was over a year ago.  They don’t want to issue sanctions as long as the County is trying to come into compliance.    The Board suggested a contract with an attorney for the GMA for the remainder of the year.  Mr. Sandona agreed with the suggestion but stated that he would like to be included in the contract as an assistant.  

Commissioners Staff Update: Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol, Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney, Fairgrounds Manager Cathy Lindsey, and Risk Manager Jill Gates met with the Board to give updates.  

Fairgrounds Ms. Lindsey checked the grounds after the Mountain Music Festival and it looked very good.  The Board inquired about the dirt settling in the parking lot from watering.  Ms. Lindsey is pleased with the parking lot and believes it is ready for the fair.  The Board inquired about the system for the gate receipts for the fair.  Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the Fair Board is handling those funds.  Commissioner Bond will talk to the Fair Board when he attends their meeting on the 26th.  

Hazard Assessment Ms. Gates will be doing a hazard assessment at the transfer station as requested by L&I.  The Board would like Ms. Gates to involve the Solid Waste Department.  Commissioner Miller will follow up and make sure that the employees are complying with all requirements.

Tourism  Ms. Bechtol transferred $500 into the tourism funds and inquired how much of that the Board would like to allocate to the Chamber of Commerce for the Curlew Lake Fireworks display.  The Chamber of Commerce is $1500 short for this years display.  The Board approved the entire $500 allocated to the Chamber of Commerce. 

Large format copier Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the large format copier cannot be fixed.  Mr. Dirks has been investigating a replacement.  Planning Director Irene Whipple uses it the most and needs a 24-inch copier.  The Board would like to review the options for copiers to ensure the best product available.  

Public Works Update: Engineer Bob Breshears, Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown met with the Board to give an update. 

Abandoned vehicles Ms. Brown advised the Board that one of the three abandoned vehicles has been removed.  Research on the two remaining is being done to be sure they are on the county right of way.  The county will not be removing any vehicle that is not on the county right of way.  The Board would suggest a procedure be put in place for abandoned vehicle removal and a file documenting each vehicle.  The registered owner will be responsible for the towing fees.

Countywide guardrail Ms. Brown advised the Board that Public Works applied for funding in the amount of $300,000 through local programs.  They originally received $100,000, however Public Works has been offered an additional $200,000 from local programs.  These funds will be used on West Curlew Lake Road and Boulder Creek Road.  Paperwork for the additional funds should be received within the next week.  The Board complimented Public Works on their outstanding effort finding funding to get additional work done.

Project Updates Ms. Brown advised the Board that the Bridge Creek project should be done and striping and rumble strips will be worked on this week.  Inchelium Safe Routes to School is on hold and waiting for the call for bids on the asphalt at the end of the month.  The new paint striping truck is working great.  Mr. Breshears reported that the paint for the truck is in short supply.  It is a water based paint and is in high demand.

Personal Protective Equipment The Board advised Ms. Brown that after a recent inspection from Washington State Labor and Industries at the transfer station a verbal recommendation has been received for the employees to wear steel-toed boots.  A letter is expected from L & I regarding this verbal recommendation.

Kinross The Board advised Ms. Brown that Kinross will be using the Stotts pit on Customs Road for backhaul to the mine.  The Board would like to know of any issues concerning the road and the ability of the road to handle the additional truck traffic.  Kinross is willing to help out with the upgrade to the Customs Road if that is needed.

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $438,890.83 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for warrant #18714-18806 and direct deposit payment advice #105287-105405 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $208,829.54.

County Road in the amount of $129,706.82.
Fair Association in the amount of $2,131.47.
Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $1,317.47.
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $35,059.51.
Weed in the amount of $4,636.04.
Fairgrounds Management in the amount of $4,802.33.
Connections in the amount of $25,083.73.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $6,605.61.
Insurance Fund in the amount of $3,020.96.
Fire District #13 in the amount of $349.86.
Fire District #14 in the amount of $1,708.95.
Fire District #3 in the amount of $6,959.21.
Curlew Water in the amount of $226.07.
Inchelium Water District in the amount of $2,497.48.
EMS District #1 in the amount of $5,955.78.  (Exhibit 1)
Consent:

Connections Transfer in the amount of $1,250.00 to Connections Shelter “Replacement Reserve” to transfer funding from ESHP program to the Shelter Replacement Reserves Fund.  (Exhibit 2)

Boating Safety Transfer in the amount of $2,136.30 to the Sheriff for salary/benefit reimbursement for July 2010.  (Exhibit 3)

Service Agreement Between Connections and MIS regarding technical service provided by Ferry County MIS from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2010.  (Exhibit 4)

Tri-County Economic Development District Update: Specialist Julie Abernethy, Director Leslie Jones and Americorp Member Mikayla Martin met with the Board to give updates.  Ms. Abernethy reported that Friday will be Ms. Martin’s last day for this term.  She will be returning for the next term in 6 weeks.  Ms. Abernethy reported that the Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) will be asking for call for projects until the October 18th for the enhancement funding.  The only applications she is aware of now are from the Rail Corridor Committee.  The Technical Advisory Committee will be ranking and prioritizing the projects.  The Policy Board will approve the projects.  The awards will be announced by the end of the year.  The projects selected will have a contract with WSDOT but the RTPO enhancement committee will handle the administrative portion.  Ms. Abernethy reported that she met with Lois Copeland from the Ferry County Chamber of Commerce to get the Chamber active again.  Ms. Abernethy reported that she has a meeting with Job Corp tomorrow regarding the Rural Business Enhancement Grant signs to try and get the project moving forward.  Ms. Abernethy reported that she recently attended the Republic City Council meeting, an open house for the new office in Colville and the Economic Development conference.  The Board inquired about the Republic Public Development Authority (PDA).  Ms. Abernethy advised the Board that the PDA meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 10:00 at the TEDD office.  Any special meetings are posted 24 hours in advance and Ms. Abernethy will email those notices to the Board.  The Board inquired about a breakdown of the dues that are paid to TEDD annually.  Ms. Jones gave a brief overview and will email the breakdown to the Board.  The Board inquired if the incubator building in Colville is for sale?  Ms. Jones advised the Board that TEDD had a buyer interested but the building is still for sale.  The units are 1800 square feet and Ms. Jones thinks if they were smaller they would be more appealing.  The Board inquired if Ferry and Pend Oreille County receive money from the incubator.  Ms. Jones advised that they do and it helps with Ms. Abernethy’s budget.  The Board advised Ms. Jones that the county’s budget isn’t getting better and would like to keep the dues as low as possible.  

Commissioners Working Session-Support Letters:

Letter to the Department of Commerce in support of maintaining the existing formula based grant process for CDBG Public Service Transfer funds.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until August 16, 2010.
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