
ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE BOARD

Of Ferry County Commissioners

January 18, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Chairman Miller with Commissioners Dansel and Heath present.  

Also present was Michael Sternberg.

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda: Randy Kinney cancelled his 3:00 appointment regarding snowmobile acquisition. 

After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to approve the minutes of January 3, 2011 as corrected. Commissioner Dansel seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.

After review and discussion Commissioner Dansel made a motion to approve the minutes of January 7, 2011 as corrected. Commissioner Heath seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.
After review and discussion Commissioner Dansel made a motion to approve the minutes of January 10, 2011 as corrected. Commissioner Heath seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.

Omission from the December 13, 2010 minutes, Tourism (KRAB) Funds Transfer in the amount of $650.00 to Current Expense for the Deputy Clerk of the Board 2010 reimbursement for Salaries and Benefits.  (Exhibit 1)

Board & Committee Reports: Commissioner Heath received an email from the Forest Service regarding the Title II RAC funds.  Commissioner Dansel attended the Planning Commission’s regular meeting.  Commissioner Dansel advised the Board of the changes taking place on the Planning Commission Board.  Commissioner Dansel attended the Golden Tiger Pathway Committee meeting where they are working on funding for signage on the Golden Tiger Pathway.  Commissioner Dansel also attended the RSN meeting in Davenport. Commissioner Dansel reported that he attended the Buckhorn Exploration Project meeting.  Commissioner Miller attended the Public Employees Retirement luncheon.  Commissioner Miller attended the open house on the expansion of the Buckhorn Exploration Project and the open house at the Forest Service for the Walker Stewardship Project.  Commissioner Miller reported that he attended the Personnel Policy Committee meeting.  Discussion was held on a new direction for the human resource program. 
Correspondence Review:
Letter to Representative Joel Kretz supporting House Bill 1094 authorizing certain county legislative authorities to adopt a resolution removing the county, and the cities located within the county, from the requirements to adopt comprehensive land use plans and development regulations under certain conditions (GMA).  (Exhibit 20)

Commissioner’s Staff Update: Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol, Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, and Fairgrounds Business Manager Cathy Lindsey met with the Board to give updates.   Ms. McBride reported that the fuel tank at the Prosecutor’s building is a 275 gallon tank and is down to being a quarter full.  Ms. McBride suggested a bigger tank so that when prices are down she can fill it and make it through the winter season.  With the current tank, it may take a couple of fillings and one of those fillings would be during the peak price period. The Board requested Ms. McBride to keep track of usage before purchasing a new tank.  The courthouse system has 1975 gallons of fuel left and Ms. McBride believes this will sustain us through the rest of the winter.  Ms. McBride reported that the Weed Board approved surplusing and transferring their Datsun truck to the Maintenance Department.  Ms. McBride reported that she investigated the cost for new rugs for the courthouse from a service company that maintains them and discovered it to be too expensive.   To purchase a new rug for the front entrance will be $175.  The Board approved the purchase.  Ms. Lindsey reported that the propane driver came to the fairgrounds and there was not enough usage to warrant filling the tank.  This is the second time the driver has been around to fill the tank.  The geo thermal system is working very well.  Ms. Lindsey inquired if the Board has set a meeting with Kinross in regards to the Exhibit Barn renovations.  The Board advised that Kinross would like to meet before the end of February.  Ms. Bechtol reported that North East Washington Trends needs help with funding and they are requesting $1,907.50 for the Ferry County portion.  Ms. Bechtol advised that this website is a worthwhile investment and excellent presentation of Ferry County.  The Board requested that Ms. Bechtol investigate what funds can be used to help NEW Trends.  Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the Mental Health and Chemical Dependency Advisory Board has requested that Judy Gard and Joe Bond be reappointed to the Board.  Commissioner Heath made a motion to reappoint Ms. Gard and Mr. Bond to the Mental Health and Chemical Dependency Advisory Board.   Commissioner Dansel seconded the motion.  The motion carried with all in favor.  Ms. Bechtol reported that the Community Development Block Grant has a new requirement that the County adopt a green house gas policy.  Ms. Bechtol will investigate this matter further.  Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that property tax refunds now require the Board of County Commissioners to certify the refunds along with the Treasurer and Auditor.  To expedite the process Ms. Bechtol would like to be appointed as an agent of record so she can sign on the Board’s behalf.  Ms. Bechtol will provide the Board with a copy at the following meeting.  The Board approved.
Petty Cash & Credit Cards: Auditor Dianna Galvan and Treasurer Kathleen Rupp met with the Board to discuss petty cash and credit cards.  Ms. Galvan advised that Connection’s petty cash was short.  After review Ms. Galvan discovered that the petty cash has not been reimbursed since July of 2010.   Ms. Galvan advised the Director that she needs to reconcile monthly.  Ms. Galvan is required to notify the State Auditor and will perform audits throughout the year on this fund.   Ms. Galvan reported that the County has a limit of $5000 on all credit cards.  Some departments hold credit cards with limits that far exceed that amount.  Some departments have credit cards that have cash advances available on their cards and that is not allowed.  Ms. Rupp advised that the County needs a policy and procedure for credit cards.  Ms. Rupp needs a letter from each department’s credit card maintenance holder authorizing the Treasurer to be the contact for cards. This will be the procedure for applying for new cards or raising the limits.  The Board approved.  Ms. Galvan is working on a policy and procedure for county credit cards.
Consent:
Recreation Funds Transfer in the amount of $210.58 to County Road for Empire Lake Sno Park Snowplowing for November & December 2010.  (Exhibit 2)

Recreation Funds Transfer in the amount of $255.00 to County Road for Hall Creek Sno Park Snowplowing for November & December 2010.  (Exhibit 3)
Misc. Non-Dept. Funds Transfer in the amount of $903.76 to the Insurance Fund for two Chevrolet Vans (Jail) added to the insurance.  (Exhibit 4)
Misc. Non-Dept. Funds Transfer in the amount of $320.00 to the Airport for a portion of the 2011 CE Contribution – January vouchers.  (Exhibit 5)

Misc. Non-Dept. Funds Transfer in the amount of $3,763.34 to Law Library for a portion of the 2011 CE Contribution.  (Exhibit 6)

Tourism Funds Transfer in the amount of $7,000.00 to the Fairgrounds Fund for the Tourism Fund’s 2011 Contribution for Salaries/Benefits for the Promotion of Ferry County Events throughout the year.  (Exhibit 7)

MIS Funds Transfer in the amount of $60.00 to the Large Format for sales tax on new equipment.  (Exhibit 8)
Current Expense Funds Transfer in the amount of $13,771.00 to the Insurance Fund to reimburse the insurance fund for additional wages 2010.  (Exhibit 9)

Memorandum of Agreement by and between Ferry County and Washington State Council of County and City Employees Local 1135-F for an additional floating holiday and payment of WCIP insurance plan premiums. (Exhibit 10)
Resolution No. 2011-02 Declaration of Public Works Surplus Equipment.  After review and discussion Commissioner Dansel made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2011-02 Declaration of Public Works Surplus Equipment surplusing a 1975 Chevrolet Suburban and 1996 Dodge 2500 Pickup.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.  (Exhibit 11)

Resolution No. 2011-03 Designation of Applicant Agent for Property Tax Return Certifications.  After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2011-03 Designation of Applicant Agent for Property Tax Return Certifications.  Commissioner Dansel seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.  (Exhibit 12)
Order to Refund Property Taxes for parcel #24023210002000 in the amount of $55.54.  (Exhibit 13)
Recommendation from the Board of Directors from the Joint City of Republic-Ferry County Housing Authority to reappoint Jon Chrysler.  After review and discussion Commissioner Dansel made a motion to reappoint Jon Chrysler to the Board of Directors of the Joint City of Republic-Ferry County Housing Authority for a five year term beginning February 1, 2011.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor. (Exhibit 14) 
Contract between Ferry County and Pinegrove Junction LLC for bulk gas and diesel.  (Exhibit 19)
Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $51,031.40 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for warrant #19146-19150 and direct deposit payment advice #106411-106466 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $22,389.40.

County Road in the amount of $21,467.00.
Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $275.00.
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $1,700.00.
Connections in the amount of $2,950.00.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $1,550.00.
Insurance Fund in the amount of $700.00.  (Exhibit 15)
Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $ has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for warrant #239990-240188 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $56,508.14.
County Road in the amount of $203,511.82.
Drug Abuse in the amount of $2,138.39.
County Fair in the amount of $347.76.
Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $1,453.15.
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $19,842.17.
Inmate Welfare in the amount of $2,289.24.
Title III in the amount of $1,701.76.
Affordable Housing for All in the amount of $625.00.
Recreation Fund in the amount of $45.89.
Law Library in the amount of $3,763.34.
Crime Victims in the amount of $111.45.
Weed Control in the amount of $1,381.15.
Tourism in the amount of $126.00.
Connecitons Transportation in the amount of $756.31.
Fair Grounds Management in the amount of $843.43.
Connections in the amount of $5,545.75.
Airport in the amount of $321.42.
Solid Waste in the amount of $28,395.53.
Equipment Rental & Revolving in the amount of $98,280.70.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $1,515.25.
Insurance Fund in the amount of $5,652.90.
Medical Trust in the amount of $41.20.
Fire District #13 in the amount of $13,182.32.
Fire District #14 in the amount of $6,386.42.
Curlew Water District in the amount of $503.32.
Inchelium Water District in the amount of $162.32.
E.M.S. District in the amount of $5,426.49.
Mosquito Control District in the amount of $24.00.  (Exhibit 16)
Rail Corridor Committee Parking & Board Appointments: Chair Bobbie Weller and Secretary George Marcoe met with the Board to discuss parking and Board appointments.  Ms. Weller provided the Board with a map showing a proposed temporary parking area near Black’s Beach resort and requested permission to proceed with signage for the temporary public parking.  (Exhibit 17) The Board approved the temporary public parking.  Ms. Weller inquired about a letter that was sent to a Board member stating the end of his term has expired.  After review and discussion the Board advised Ms. Weller that the letter was sent to the Board member prior to the change in the committee’s bylaws.  The change in the bylaws extended the terms of the committee members from a one year term to a three year term.  Ms. Weller advised the Board that the committee has received a complaint that an adjacent landowner is creating a new crossing on the trail which the committee believes is a direct violation of the rail-banking law. The Board advised Ms. Weller that this is not a violation of the rail banking law however any new crossings need to be approved by the Board.  
TEDD Update: Specialist Julie Abernethy met with the Board to give an update.  Also present was Alex Wirt.  Ms. Abernethy reported that Rural Resources is considering renting space at the Klondike Plaza.  It is possible that the space may be large enough that Ms. Abernethy could obtain space and reduce the monthly rent she now pays. Ms. Abernethy inquired about the surveys she provided the Board with last week. Ms. Abernethy reported that the surveys are due before the end of January. Ms. Abernethy advised the Board that she is meeting with the City Council regarding the survey tonight and will be dispersing it electronically to all who participated in the survey in 2007. Ms. Abernethy reported that she has been helping the EMS District with their application for the Community Development Block Grant for funding of their new building.  Mr. Wirt advised the Board the Ms. Abernethy has been very helpful.  The Board inquired about the Ferry County Chamber.  Ms. Abernethy reported that the Ferry County Chamber is still struggling.  Ms. Abernethy has been working with the Chamber to develop and expand their electronic contacts.  They have sent out 275 applications for their membership drive.  The Board inquired about the bio mass project.  Ms. Abernethy advised that she is working with Barrett Stillings, the Hospital Foundation’s consultant.   Ms. Abernethy is part of a group that is investigating the possibility of a bio mass project that could supply energy for the hospital, courthouse, schools, library etc.  The Board inquired about the merchant sign project.  Ms. Abernethy does not think that the Job Corp will be able fit it into their schedule. Ms. Abernethy is looking into the grant to see if the funding available to work with a local sign company to get it completed. Ms. Abernethy advised the Board that the grant has been extended.   Ms. Abernethy reported that TEDD sent a letter of support for the Buckhorn Expansion Project.  Ms. Abernethy advised the Board that North East Washington Trends is seeking funds for their website.   They need $8,100 for the Tri County area and will be asking Kinross for $2,500 and the Ferry County PUD for $500.  
Recycling & Garbage: Cliff and Shirley Couse of Couse’s Sanitation met with the Board to discuss recycling and garbage.  Also present were Public Works Director Troy Reynolds, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell and Solid Waste Advisory Committee member Alex Wirt.  Mr. Couse stated that the County and Couse’s Sanitation needs to work together.  Mr. Couse reported that he has been in the garbage business for 28 years and the recycling business for 18 years and deserves respect for the knowledge he has. Mr. Couse reported that he has worked on a proposal to provide the county with a recycle program.  It would include leasing the transfer station to Couse’s Sanitation  (Exhibit 18).  Mr. Couse advised that he is not expecting an answer today and would like the Board to consider his proposal.  Mr. Wirt suggested that the Solid Waste Advisory Committee review the proposal.  

Short Plat Road to County Road: Ron Matney met with the Board to discuss a Short Plat Road.  Sign in sheet on file.  Mr. Matney would like to have First Thought Loop Road adopted by the County and maintained as a county road.  The Board would like to discuss this with the Engineer.  
Hiring Freeze: Prosecuting Attorney Mike Sandona met with the Board to discuss the hiring freeze.  The Board inquired if the Deputy Prosecutor position is an essential position.  Mr. Sandona advised that if there was no Deputy Prosecutor then there would be some essential services that could not be performed.  The Board also reminded Mr. Sandona that during the budget reviews that it was discussed holding off hiring a replacement for a few months.  Mr. Sandona advised that his office administrator ran the numbers and found it in the budget to go ahead with the hire.  Mr. Sandona advised that he would not be able to keep up with the demand without the help of a deputy prosecutor.  The Board requested that Mr. Sandona hold off on hiring for a few months.  Mr. Sandona inquired what services he should cut.  Mr. Sandona requested an official directive from the Board.  The Board directed him to comply with the hiring freeze, hiring process and defer hiring a deputy prosecutor until later.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until January 24, 2011.
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