
Board of Ferry County Commissioners

January 3, 2011
Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. with Commissioners Miller, Dansel, and Heath present.  
Also present was Michael Sternberg.
Additions & Corrections to the agenda:

2011 Chairman Elect: Motion was made by Commissioner Heath seconded by Commissioner Dansel to appoint Commissioner Miller as the 2011 Board of Commissioners Chairman for the ensuing year. Commissioner Miller accepted the position of Chairman.

2011 Vice Chairman Elect: Motion was made by Commissioner Dansel seconded by Commissioner Miller to appoint Commissioner Heath as the 2011 Board of Commissioners Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. Commissioner Heath accepted the position of Vice Chairman.
2011 Ferry County Board of Commissioners Boards and Committees:

Brad Miller, District #1

Kettle River Advisory Board (KRAB)
Alternate
3rd Wednesday / 4:00 PM

Northeast Tri-County Health



Quarterly

Union Contract Negotiator

Planning Commission Alternate


2nd Wednesday / 6:00 PM

911 Advisory Board




4th Monday Quarterly

EMS Trauma Council




4th Monday Quarterly

Homeland Security




Quarterly

State E911 





3rd Thursday

Ferry Conservation District



4th Monday / 4:00 PM

Insurance – Canfield (WRCIP)


3rd Thursday

Legislative Steering Committee WSAC

Varies

Rural Issues Subcommittee WSAC


Varies

EMS District (County)

Upper Columbia RC&D Alternate


1st Wednesday 9:00 AM

Lake Roosevelt IDT Shoreline Management 

Varies

Parks & Recreation






Brian Dansel, District #2

Union Contract Alternate

NCWRSN





4th Friday every 2 months

Fair Board





4th Thursday / 6:00 PM

Martin Hall Alternate




4th Thursday / 10:00 AM

Golden Tiger Pathway




2nd Tuesday

Tri-County Economic Development Chairman
4th Wednesday

Aging and Long Term Care



Quarterly

Rural Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO)4th Wednesday 

Ferry County Alcoholism & Other Drug/Mental 


Health Advisory Board.


Quarterly

Ferry County Developmental Disabilities 


Advisory Board.  



Quarterly

Planning Commission




2nd Wednesday / 6:00 PM

Kinross (BCAA)




2nd Thursday 6:30 PM

EMS District (County) Alternate

Eastern Washington Council Of Governments
Monthly

New Alliance





Quarterly

Connections





Quarterly

Columbia River Policy Advisory Group
Republic Public Development Authority

Solid Waste Advisory Committee


Quarterly

Kettle River Advisory Board (KRAB)


3rd Wednesday/4:00 PM

Rural Resources Community Action Alternate
Bob Heath, District #3

Martin Hall





4th Thursday / 10:00 AM

Northeast Tri-County Health 



Quarterly

Tri-County Economic Development


4th Wednesday

Region Transportation Organization (RTPO)

4th Wednesday

Fair Board Alternate




4th Thursday / 6:00 PM

Insurance – Canfield (WRCIP) Alternate

3rd Thursday

Rural Resources Community Action


4th Tuesday

RAC Board





Annually
EMS District (County) Alternate

Solid Waste Advisory Committee Alternate

Quarterly

WRIA 53

Upper Columbia RC&D



1st Wednesday 9:00 AM

Public Advisory Group 

Lake Roosevelt Forum




Quarterly
Workforce Development
Commissioner Board Reports: Commissioner Heath reported that he inspected the First Thought Loop Road after a good snowfall.  Only two driveways are being used.  Commissioner Heath contacted Representatives Shelly Short and Bob Morton regarding the Resolution instituting a 1/10th of 1% requesting that language be changed in the RCW for that resolution.  Commissioner Miller and Commissioner Dansel reported that they have been working on the Fair MOU and have a new draft that is being reviewed.  Commissioner Miller reported that the union negotiations are still in progress.  
Planning Update: Planning Director Irene Whipple met with the Board to give an update.  Ms. Whipple reported that John Hamilton, District 3 Interim has advised that he is no longer available to serve on the planning commission.  Mickey Woolley and Lorna Johnson want to continue serving as District 3 Interim’s. The Board again suggested advertising in the Tribal Tribune and the Sun.  The Motion was made by Commissioner Heath seconded by Commissioner Dansel to appoint Mr. Woolley and Ms. Johnson as interim representatives for District 3.  The motion carried with all in favor.  Ms. Whipple inquired about the new contract with the GMA attorney.  The Board advised that the contract continues until cancelled by one of the parties.  Ms. Whipple reminded the Board of the Special meeting this Wednesday the 5th and of their regular meeting on the 12th.  Ms. Whipple inquired about the Farm Bureau helping with GMA.  The Board advised it is in the works and not complete.  The Board requested Ms. Whipple contact Yakima County as they are currently working with their Farm Bureau.  

Commissioner Miller left the meeting at 9:30 to count petty cash funds in the Treasurer’s office.  Commissioner Miller re-entered the meeting at 10:05.

Correspondence Review: The Board of Commissioners wrote a letter to the U.S. Forest Service, Tonasket Ranger District supporting the proposed action of Echo Bay Exploration, Inc. regarding the Buckhorn Exploration Project.  (Exhibit 1)
Commissioner’s Staff Update:  Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol, Fairgrounds Business Manager Cathy Lindsey, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, Risk Manager Jill Gates and Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney met with the Board to give updates.  Ms. McBride reported that the chemical pump on the boiler has gone out.  The pump is 24 years old and obsolete.  The cost for a replacement is $588 plus shipping.  The Board approved the purchase of a replacement pump. Ms. McBride reported that the courthouse bathroom plumbing is just about complete.  Ms. McBride advised the Board that a new sign for handicap parking will go up on the corner of Delaware and Tessie.  Ms. Gates reported that Steinbach Construction who repaired the front stairs to the courthouse is no longer in business.  Ms. Gates consulted with the county insurance agent and he advised her that the construction company’s bond is good for one year after it expires and the county insurance agent would like to help us file a claim.  Ms. Gates reported that she handles the Family Medical Leave Act for the County.  The payroll department has requested that she also handle the donated leave requests.  Ms. Gates advised the Board that she will start working on the draft changes for the personnel policy.  These will be just suggested changes and the Board will make the final decisions.  The Board inquired about the ADA lift.  Ms. Gates advised that Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol and Chief Deputy/Accountant Joyce Shertenleib are working on a inter-fund loan contract for that project.   Ms. Lindsey reported that the Fairgrounds is rented out for about six activities for the month of January.  The Board would like to be keep advised of the cost of keeping the grounds open.  Discussion was held on office space for the fair manager.  Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the per diem went up on mileage from .50 cents to .51 cents per mile.  
Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $55,019.32 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #239928-239988 for the following:
Current Expense in the amount of $43,150.63.
County Fair in the amount of $133.41.
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $150.45.
Grant Fund in the amount of $351.73.
Inmate Welfare in the amount of $312.59.
Title III in the amount of $1,420.83.
Connections Transportation in the amount of $404.14.
Connections in the amount of $2,777.74.
Medical Trust in the amount of $50.10.
Inchelium Water District in the amount of $5,215.73.
E.M.S. District in the amount of $1,051.97. (Exhibit 2)
Consent:
Misc. Non-Dept. Funds Transfer in the amount of $10,000.00 to MIS for a portion of 2011 CE contribution.  (Exhibit 3)

Contract between Ferry County Department of Emergency Management , Washington State Military Department and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security providing funds to enhance the capability of the County to prevent terrorists’ events. (Exhibit 4)
Public Works – Donated Leave: Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown, Director Troy Reynolds, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board to discuss donated leave.  Also present were Payroll/Accountant Dana Kincaid, Auditor Dianna Galvan, and Risk Manager Jill Gates.  Ms. Brown advised the Board that an employee has requested donated leave and the Public Works Department employees who have donated their leave want the employee to use their donated leave before requesting leave from other employees.   This is leave that would be lost at the end of the year it it was not donated.   The Board advised that the leave was donated before the end of the year and therefore can be carried over.
Bid Opening – Bulk Fuel: At 1:15 p.m. a bid opening was held at the Commissioner’s office for the Bulk Fuel at which time bids were publicly opened and read.  The bids were received as follows:

Coleman Oil Co. 

Unleaded Gasoline

+.2392




Diesel #2


+.2507





Republic





Unleaded Gasoline

+.1525





Diesel #2


+.1614








(Exhibit 5)





Pine Grove Junction

Unleaded Gasoline

+.996






Diesel #2


+.1295







Republic








Unleaded Gasoline

+.0865







Diesel #2


+.1192








(Exhibit 6)

Conservation District – Special Assessment Process: Ferry County Conservation District’s District Manager Lloyd Odell and Supervisor Charlotte Coombes met with the Board to give an update.  Mr. Odell advised the Board that starting in about a month the Conservation District will be reaching out into the community to inform the community of the Conservation District services.  The Conservation District helps land owners with conservation issues.  The Conservation District was formed in 1947.  The Board of supervisors thought with a little work and organization they could be of help to the entire county.  They have $200,000 that goes out to help the people in Ferry County from the Canadian Border to Lake Roosevelt.  They are a conduit with state and federal funds that go directly to the landowners.  The funding comes from grants or donations and they are getting more specific and confining all the time.  Therefore the Conservation District is looking at the process for levying the district to help with the finances to administer the grants.  Mr. Odell advised the Board that they are going to request $5 per parcel per year.  This would generate approximately $45,000 to $55,000 to administer the grants and donations.   The Conservation District is required to hold 4 public meetings before they bring the proposal to the Board of County Commissioners to initiate.  
Republic Acting District Ranger – Steve Rawlings: Republic Acting District Ranger Steve Rawlings met with the Board to give an update.  Mr. Rawlings advised the Board that he is the Acting Ranger until March.  An announcement of a new District Ranger will be made in the middle of January.  Mr. Rawlings reported that the Walker Vegetation Management project public meeting is next Wednesday, January 12th from 4 to 7 at the Ranger Station.  The project includes timber sales, fuels reduction, prescribed burning and road reduction.  Mr. Rawlings’s goal is to keep things rolling and keep the project on task for the new District Ranger.  The Board inquired if Ferry County is a fire wise community.  Mr. Rawlings was on the same wavelength as the Board and believed that Ferry County is a fire wise community because of the county wide fire plan.  However after talking to WSU Extension Agent there remain questions on this issue.  Being a fire wise community allows usage of Title III funds.  The Board inquired about old agreements between Ferry County and the Forest Service for taking care of roads.  The Board would like move forward with this agreement.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until January 10, 2011.





BOARD OF FERRY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

 ________________________________________





Brad L. Miller, Chairman

 ATTEST:
Approved 1/18/11
____________________________

Debbie Bechtol, Clerk of the Board
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