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ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE BOARD 
Of Ferry County Commissioners 

January 14, 2013 
 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Chairman Miller with Commissioner Blankenship 
and Commissioner Dansel present. Citizen Michael Sternburg and Larry Beardslee were also 
present.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Additions & Corrections to the Agenda: Human Resources Direction Jill Gates and Connections 
Interim Director Toni Lembcke update was moved to 11:00 AM and the 10:00 session with HUB 
International was extended by a half hour. Mr. Irwin was removed from the agenda at 3:00 PM. The 
web conference with Grand Funding Solutions was canceled.  
  
Board Reports  
Commissioner Blankenship, District #3:  
Commissioner Blankenship attended the Stevens County Farm Bureau meeting. Concerns about 
wolves were a main topic of discussion. Commissioner Blankenship stated that one thing that 
maybe coming up is the re-evaluation process for Open Space and Ag Land and need for a legislative 
fix. There was also discussion regarding legislation that would only allow for one well per 40 acres. 
Commissioner Blankenship met with Commissioner Parker from Stevens County. Commissioner 
Blankenship is concerned about the lack of a reflective sign for Andreas Lane off of the Inchelium 
Highway. Commissioner Blankenship would like to see this road clearly marked to ensure 
ambulance response times and public safety. 
 
Commissioner Dansel, District #2:  
Commissioner Dansel visited with the Stevens County Commissioners. Commissioner Dansel met 
with the Spokane Home Builders Association; they are very interested in the outcomes of the 
Growth Management Act in Ferry County. Commissioner Dansel traveled to Olympia to attend the 
Legislative Steering Committee. Commissioner Dansel inquired about how other Counties were 
receiving the County Road legislation, other Counties are in fear that this may turn into an audit of 
County Roads. Also during the meeting Lt. Governor Brad Owen discussed ways to eliminate 
excessive Public Records requests. Commissioner Dansel stated that storm water permits were also 
discussed and a presentation was presented on school levies and state support requirements.  
 
Commissioner Miller, District #1: 
Commissioner Miller attended the Wilderness Forum in Republic.  
 
Minutes Approval: 
Commissioner Dansel moved to approve the minutes of January 7th, 2013 as amended. 
Commissioner Blankenship seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.  
 
Consent Items: 
Resolution No. 2013-01 Amending Resolution No. 2012-41 for 2013 Property Tax Levy (Ex. #1) 
Resolution No. 2013-02 Dissolution of Funds (Ex. #2) 
Transfer of funds from Solid Waste to Public Works in the amount of $12,339.37 (Ex. #3) 
Certificate of Appointment: Senator elect John Smith (Commissioner Dansel abstained) (Ex. #4) 
Pre-Application for Community Facilities Program (Ex. #5) 
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Assessor Rachel Siracuse: 
Ferry County Assessor Rachel Siracuse met with the Board to request money from her Budget to 
order a new computer for a staff member. Ms. Siracuse has inquired to the Department of Revenue 
to see if the computer came be covered by a grant. The total amount for the computer is estimated 
that the cost will be around $3,700 for all the needed components. Commissioner Dansel moved to 
approve this request. Commissioner Blankenship seconded the motion and the motion carried with 
all in favor.  
 
HR Director Jill Gates & HUB International Representative Fred Lee:  
Human Resources Director Jill Gates and HUB International Representative Fred Lee met with the 
Board to give an update on the County’s Washington Rural Counties Insurance Program (Ex. #6). 
Mr. Lee wanted to go over the insurance renewal confirmation. There was a 6% increase from last 
year. Mr. Lee also spoke about Cyber Liability coverage. The Board was unanimously in agreement 
to research into the cost of Cyber Liability coverage.  
 
HR Director Jill Gates & Connections Interim Director Toni Lembcke: 
Human Resources Director Jill Gates and Connections Interim Director Toni Lembcke met with the 
Board to give an update.  The Board signed a letter to Stephanie Condon in request for a waiver (Ex. 
#8). The Board signed a letter to Susan Hannibal in request for a waiver (Ex. #9). 
 
Public Works Update: 
Public Works Director Troy Reynolds and Office Manager/Controller Sharon Sattler and Ferry 
County Engineer Bob Breshears came before the Board to give an update.  
 
The Curlew Shop is working on snow and ice control, equipment maintenance, and removing 
overhanging trees on roadways. The Boyds shop is working on snow and ice removal, and 
equipment maintenance on #315, #212, #3214, and #3244. The Inchelium shop is working on shop 
and ice control, and maintenance. The Republic shop is working on snow and ice control, 
equipment maintenance, and vegetation control. The Keller shop is working on snow and ice 
control, and equipment maintenance. The Mechanic shop is working on #222, #212, and #135.  
 
Mr. Reynolds presented County Road Project #121 for the Board’s approval. Commissioner Dansel 
made a motion to adopt Ferry County Run-Off Safety Project (CRP #121) signage, guideposts, chip 
seal, and guardrail (Ex. #10). Commissioner Blankenship seconded the motion and the motion 
carried with all in favor.  
 
The Board approved the purchase of a 1993 Ford E350. Mr. Reynolds presented the Board with a 
packet updating them on speed limit information for County roads.  
 
Public Hearing: Francis Living Trust 
At 2:00 PM the Ferry County Commissioners held a Public Hearing concerning the Francis 
Revocable Living Trust into an Open Space Re-Classification (Ex. #11). Also present was Ferry 
County Assessor Rachel Siracuse. Commissioner Blankenship made a motion to approve the Francis 
Revocable Living Trust. Commissioner Dansel seconded the motion and the motion carried with all 
in favor.  
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Bid Opening: Solid Waste Recycling 
At 2:30 PM the Ferry County Commissioners held a Bid Opening for County Recyclable materials. 
One bid was received from Couse’s Sanitation & Recycling Inc. (Ex. #12). At this time the bid was 
opened and read aloud. Couse’s Sanitation & Recycling Inc. submitted a $1,000 bid bond and their 
bid was Option #1 pertains to Ferry County delivering the recyclables for $.001 per pound or 
Option #2 Couse’s Sanitation will remove recyclables from Ferry County sites for $100.98 per hour.  
 
Commissioner Dansel made a motion to accept Option #1 for Ferry County to deliver recyclables to 
Pine Grove for a cost of $.001 per pound. Commissioner Blankenship seconded the motion. 
Discussion was held and Commissioner Blankenship inquired as to the cost of trucking the 
recyclables to Pine Grove. Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell stated that it was a grant 
funded project. With no further discussion the motion carried with all in favor.  
 
Unfinished Business: Mr. Ron O’Halloran presented the Board with information concerning the 
Curlew Job Corps; he has requested to be on next week’s agenda in order to discuss this matter 
further.  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:08 PM until January 22nd, 2013.  

 
 
 
BOARD OF FERRY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FERRY COUNTY WASHINGTON 

 
 ___________________________________________ 
               Brad L. Miller, CHAIRMAN 

 
 ___________________________________________ 
 Brian Dansel, VICE-CHAIR 

 
               ____________________________________________ 
               Mike Blankenship, MEMBER  

                                               
ATEST:  
 
__________________________________ 
Hayley Aubertin  
Clerk of the Board 
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