BE ALERT TO COMMON TRICKS

THE BRIBE OR TRICK

The victim is offered something he or she might want. A young child might be offered candy, a toy, or
gum; a teen might be offered money, free food, a ride or trip to some place novel or exciting. Sometimes
a person will take a valued belonging and then offer to return it only if the victim goes with the person, or
allows sexual contact.

THE ANIMAL TRICK

The person is lured away from others by an invitation to play with, or receive a gift of a puppy or kitten,
or some other cute or unusual animal.

THE EMERGENCY TRICK

A person pretends that a fire, accident, illness, death, or some other emergency has happened to the
victim’s family, home, or friend. Or the person says there was a change in plans, and he/she is to pick up
the child because the prearranged ride fell through.

THE HELP TRICK

Someone asks the child/teen for help: i.e. for directions, to use the phone, to carry heavy bags, or to
search for someone or something lost, like a pet, child, or money.

THE FRIEND TRICK

A person pretends to know the family and says that the child’s parents have asked him/her to come and
give the child a ride home. A person pretends to have a mutual friend and uses that as a lure to separate
the teen from others.

THE BAD CHILD TRICK

A person accuses the child/teen of doing something wrong. The child/teen is ordered to go with the
person. Sometimes a real-looking badge or ID is shown as fake proof of the predator’s official status.
Sometimes a child/teen will be convinced by someone they trust that his/her parents do not want him or
her around anymore because the child/teen is a troublemaker, nuisance, or obstacle to the parent’s
happiness.

THE FLATTERY TRICK

The person might ask the victim to go with him/her by posing as a photographer, so pictures or a video
can be taken, such as a team photo, newspaper story, acting, modeling, or surveys.

THE OPEN THE DOOR TRICK

The person tricks the victim into opening the house door or car door. The person might look like a repair
person, say he/she needs to use the phone, deliver a package, needs help or directions. Sometimes a
minor car accident is staged to get the victim to pull over and open the car door.



THE SECRET TRICK

Sometimes victims are warned to keep physical and sexual harassment or assault a secret because: no
one will believe them, it is the victim’s fault, their parents and friends will be angry or reject them if they
knew, or that something awful will happen to them or loved ones if they tell. Often the victimization
continues because the victim is afraid these threats might be true.



