
Weeds to Watch for in Ferry County 
Be on the lookout! These weeds have been found in neighboring counties. 

Common crupina (Crupina vulgaris Cass) 
Common crupina is an erect winter annual, 1 to 3 feet tall. Plants have  
alternate leaves that are finely divided into lace-like leaflets. Both leaves 
and stem have short stiff spines. Flowers are lavender to purple and grow 
in 1/2 inch long heads. Adapted to a wide range of soil and climate condi-
tions, common crupina can form solid stands, which decrease forage 
productivity and livestock carrying capacity. Found in Chelan County. 

Clary sage (Salvia sclarea) 
Clary sage is an erect, multi-branched biennial or  
perennial herb with large, triangular to egg shaped leaves 
with leaf stems. The entire plant is hairy and has a strong 
odor due to an essential oil. Clary sage poses a threat to 
forage production and plant biodiversity by displacing 
less competitive, more desirable species. Clary sage  
occurs on two confirmed sites in Stevens County. 

Spurge flax (Thymelaea passerine) 
Spurge flax is an herbaceous annual with a fibrous taproot. The overall 
plant size ranges from 2 1/2 inches to 2 feet tall. Slender, wiry and erect, 
spurge flax grows as one main stem or more commonly, branches from the 
upper plant. Leaves are alternate. Plant turns red in the fall. Spurge flax is 
difficult to control due to lack of surface area of the small, leathery leaves. 
Okanogan County does have control plots in place. 

Meadow clary (Salvia pratensis L.) 
Meadow clary has characteristic square stem of mint family 
and flowers are blue to violet with small green bracts. 1 to 2 
feet tall with few flowering spikes. Leaves have bumpy 
surface and pointed tip. Stressed or damaged plants can 
send up new plants from the remaining roots. Can hybridize 
with Clary sage if on same site. Small infestation found in 
Stevens County. 

Wild Four-o’clock (Mirabilis nyctaginea) 
A vigorous perennial weed that is becoming more 
common in cropped land in several states. Leaves 
are opposite, simple, heart-shaped (resemble a lilac 
leaf) with a pointed tip. Stems are often 4 sided but 
not as square as plants in the mint family. Flowers 
are violet to purple. Found in Okanogan County. 

If you see any of these weeds 
in Ferry   County, contact: 
 
 
 
For control & cost assistance: 
Mary Fee, Coordinator 
Ferry Co Noxious Weed Control Board 
350 E. Delaware Ave., #14 
Republic, WA 99166 
(509) 775-5225 x1111 
wbcoord@co.ferry.wa.us  

 
 
 

For identification: 
Dan Fagerlie, Director 
WSU Ferry County Extension 
350 E. Delaware Ave., #9 
Republic, WA 99166 
(509) 775-5225 x1113 
fagerlie@wsu.edu  
 
Text taken from Washington State Noxious 
Weed Control Board Written Findings. 

Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office. 
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