
Orange Hawkweed: Options for Control 

Orange Hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) is a 
Class “B”  Noxious Weed (Control will be required 
and enforced in all areas). Orange Hawkweed is an 
aggressive, unpalatable competitor of pasture and 
range plant species, crowding out more desirable  
forage. It is a serious pest of lowland pasture,  
mountain meadows and lawns. It’s sold as an  
ornamental plant in nurseries. 
Orange Hawkweed has matted hairy leaves and 
showy flower heads, each about an inch in diameter 
and usually red on the margin, merging into an  
orange-colored center. The flowering branches, or 
shoots, grow from a few inches to 2 feet in height; 
they are leafless and covered with stiff black hairs. 
Orange hawkweed is a perennial and can spread by 
seeds, stolons, and/or rhizomes. 
 
Response to Herbicides: Early season treatment with 
picloram, combinations of picloram plus 2,4-D or 
dicamba mixed with 2,4-D can be effective in con-
trolling hawkweed. 2,4-D alone is inadequate. See 
current herbicide labels and recommendations for 
herbicide doses to be used. 
 
Biocontrol Potentials: Dr. Joe McCaffrey at the  
University of Idaho is currently investigating  
potential hawkweed biocontrol agents. 

The best invasive 
weed control is  

prevention! 

Economic Importance 
 
Detrimental: Orange hawkweed is an aggressive 
competitor of pasture and range plant species.  
 
History: Orange hawkweed was first introduced 
from Europe into New England because of its  
attractive flame-colored flowers. Originally it was  
a garden ornamental. This species was  
introduced to Spokane in 1945. It continues to 
be spread around by wildflower enthusiasts and 
sometimes shows up for sale in nurseries. 
 
Response to Cultural Method: In scattered patches 
of small size, the simplest mode of attack is to dig 
them out, making sure that all of the below-ground 
growth is also removed, since even a small piece 
may develop into a new plant. Plants removed 
should be carried away and either burned or placed 
in a refuse pile where they can do no harm. 

Orange Hawkweed infestation 

Orange Hawkweed 
flowers 

Orange Hawkweed 



Yellow Hawkweed (Hieracium caespitosum) 
Yellow Hawkweed is a prolific seeder. It’s an  
aggressive competitor of pasture and range plant  
species. It is destructive in rich pasturelands and may 
even invade cultivated fields. Yellow hawkweed is 
unpalatable and crowds out more desirable forage. 
Common names include yellow king-devil and  
meadow hawkweed. It is a perennial with fibrous 
roots and rhizomes. Plants grow up to 35.4 inches tall 
(90 cm.) and exude a milky juice when injured. 
Flowerheads are compact, flat-topped clusters of 5 to 
25 (or more). They are composed of all yellow ray 
flowers with fused petals into a strap-like shape. 
Bracts at the base of the flowerheads with simple, 
stellate (star-shaped) and glandular hairs.  
Many hawkweeds are very similar in appearance. It 
may also be confused with dandelion. If you need 
help with plant identification, please contact your 
county noxious weed coordinator.  
 
History: Yellow Hawkweed was first introduced 
from Europe into northern New York about 1879. It 
is a fairly recent importation from Europe, but it has 
spread rapidly. 
 

Ferry County Noxious Weed Control Board 
350 E. Delaware Ave., #14 
Republic, WA 99166 
Phone: (509) 775-5225 x1111 
Fax: (509) 775-5218 

Yellow Hawkweed 
Hieracium caespitosum 

Yellow Hawkweed is a Class “B” Noxious Weed - Control is required and enforced in all areas. 

For additional information about weed  
identification and control, contact: 

Prevention 
Early detection is vital to prevent invasion. 
Prevent spread from infested fields by  
cleaning equipment. 

Yellow Hawkweed reproduces by seed, stolons and 
rhizomes. It grows on disturbed sites, stream sides, 
meadows, pastures and rangelands. 

Yellow Hawkweed infesting a field. 

Mechanical Control: Small infestations may be dug out,  
entire plant must be removed since it can resprout. 
 
Cultural control: For hawkweeds in general, low nutrient 
soils can be supplemented with fertilizers to encourage growth 
of desirable plant species. 
 
Herbicide Control: Please refer to the PNW Weed  
Management Handbook or contact your county noxious  
weed coordinator. 
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